
News from Meherabad
Something Old—Something New

As many of you know, the West Room of
the Meher Retreat building on Mehera

bad Hni, where some of Baba's Eastern and

Westem women disciples stayed in the ashram
days of the 1930's and 40's, has served as a
small museum since the early 70s. The origi
nal displays, chosen and arranged by Mehera,
Mani and the women Mandali to show a se

lection of Baba's personal and household items
from various times and aspects ofHis life, have
given many of His lovers meaningful contact
with these "tangible links" to Him.

In recent years, the Trust's Archives,
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and the sari are now on display, along with a
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feet of the lepers

(AMRC) haj f HI
caring for the f

treasures to

they are pro- pl'^ftrm that Baba us
tected for feet of the lepers
sharing with His world-wide family. While
consulting with museum professionals to find
out how to best achieve this goal, we learned
about the difference between "people needs"
and "item needs." People thrive in air and light
and with human touch, but for physical items
these same factors hasten deterioration. For

the most precious items in the world, the
belongings of the Avatar, this law of nature
still prevails.

In the museum we thus faced a dilemma -

how to preserve the treasures and still provide
His lovers access. The consultants who
educated us in this predicament also provided
a solution: continue to give access through
display, but be sure to rotate the items so that
they all have a chance to rest in the dark, stiU
environments that will prolong their lives. So,
in the .second week of November, we began to
do this by changing displays in two of die
glass- fronted cabinets — one which showed
items connected with Baba being adorned and
"dressed up" and the other which presented
examples of His daily wear from the early
years. The crown and the robe, the coat and
the sadra, and the other smaller items from
these two cabinets were carefully removed,
padded and folded with archivally safe
materials, placed in boxes specially made to

I'l^^CscS'

deserved rest to cabinets in the

East Room (the companion I
room to the West, where
Mehera and the close women ■ ^ ̂  ̂ *^ 75
resided in the Meherabad B
ashram days). Prior to removing B
these items, a new set of articles H
had been cliosen, along with two ra
photos showing Baba wearing
some of them. These photos
were blown up to fit the size of ftl'

Ssures. The result is The crown
very beautiful, PremAsh

inspiring, as Baba's belongings
I to wash the always are, continuing to hold a

fragrance of His physical
presence.

One of the cases shows costumes which

were used on special occasions. When Baba
was away on trips to the West or for other
work, the women mandali passed their spare
time with their hearts and minds focused on
Him, by designing and creating crowns and
jewelry and costume clothing with which to
adorn Him. For these

they used what they had
with them - they would | \
remove gold threads, se- i 1 > A
quins, etc. from their sa- 4|B|
ris and would use the silk | Bj
sari material also. Very 1
litde was purchased from fl
outside.

In the photo backing
this display Beloved Baba
is seated like a king on a

with a beautiful sari, a se- ,
quinned crown atop His j
flowing hair, and His lo-
tus feet resting on a cush- rickshaw used b^

c  -j JL A/T the Pretn Ashraion embroidered by Me
hera and the women Mandali. For this
occasion, in 1926, Baba had been dressed up
by the Prem Ashram boys. The same crown

The crown and

The rickshaw used by B

 sari with which the
Prem Ashram boys adorned their

Beloved

aba during
the Prem Ashram period

y the women Mandali.
The ready-made crown

had been purchased in
'• jH Bombay and brought to

Meherabad for the

^  Prem Ashram boys,
l  M-' 1 "^ho yearned to adorn
H  ' QJ Baba. In addition to the

■ > ■ silver sequin embroi-
'M dery the word "Meher,"

S.' i H Gujerati script, was
allijf M' (B then embroidered on

M ' Ma the green silk centre by
X  the women mandali.
k\ The pink silk sari, with

a typical Parsi style bor-
der embroidered in a

id sari with which the floral pattern, originally
m boys adorned their belonged to Khorshed.
Beloved After Baba used it, she

no longer wore it. Since those early years, it
had been very carefully and lovingly kept
amongst Baba's precious articles, accompanied
by a note in Goher's handwriting, which reads:
"Beloved Baba has used this sari as dhoti in

1926. Meherabad." The pink satin costume
sandals had been made for one ofBaba's birth
days by Mehera and the women Mandali us
ing soles made by a cobbler. The sandals are
embroidered all over with beads and sequins
and edged in pink braid. When you look

closely you can see the imprint
of Baba's feet on the insoles.

The other case contains typi
cal daily clothing of Baba from
the 1930's and 40's: a silk coat

and cotton lengha. The scene
captured in the photograph is
also typical - Baba, witli lengha
and sadra rolled up, actively en-
gtigcd in the work at hand - in
this case, on His birthday in 1940

^5||roatJ in Bangalore, giving all the masts
in the ashram a bath.The striped
silk coat was very much worn by
Baba, who preferred such soft
clothing. Gaimai (Eruch's

3aba during mother) and family had had it
period made, along with two otlier simi
lar ones, by a tailor in 1937 in Nagpur. The
tailor, who was a follower of Tajuddin Baba
and then came to love Meher Baba as a result
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' Baba
h^neath His sadra. These drawstring pants,
f cotton material, are displayed to show e
° or^B-ba" embroidered in red below the
vvaistband.

Babas silk shirt

^^^i;ove: Baba's Kamli coat. Below Ba^a tittired in
it in the '30s

The AMRC will continue changing the
displays in the Meherabad HUl Museum, so
even if you have been there often, the next
time you come be sure to set aside some time
for a visit. I think you wih be glad you did!

Books and More - an Archives
Update
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 appears that Baba,
by once again mak-
ing possible what
had appeared nearly
impossible, has put
His stamp of ap
proval on a major
next step in caring
for His treasures.

In addition to

next steps, we are

also most happy to
let you know that
major strides have
already been made
towards another
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The Station ofDivmeLatighter

I performed prayer between the two
evening prayers and said to myself,

"What was going on? The wonders of the

hidden were not revealed in listening to
music the night before." And I suddenly saw
the Truth (glory be to him who is transcen
dent) at the windows of the angelic realm,
dawning on me as beauty and majesty. And
I said ... "Where were you when you hid
during the music?" And He who is tran
scendent said, "I was with you, as I am now,

as you see me!" And I laughed and cried,
and my conscience was glad, and my mind

t Beloved Baba. Since 1998, during aware that in His timing all the goals will and heart. And I said, "My God, why did I
^ nual visits here, Flagg Kris (retired li- be met (or not!) as He chooses. One thing not see you there?" He said, I was behind

•  and former Meherabad resident) of which there is no doubt, is that with you, and above you, watching you, and on
"^^^(rllmost daily be found elbow deep all the projects underway and those yet to your right and left, as you see me now."

Tcs of books and periodicals, and of- come tlicre will be ample supply ofTav- Ruzbilian Baqli, 7A' D/V;;y^
'"cgcnly focused on the computer in ern Talk topics from the AMRC, and so a Ay?MaVCT-, [Chapel Hill, NC: Parvardigarten TTgins: an expanded version we look forward to sharine them 7t-Ii irnn Press, 1997] Translated by Carl W. Ernst, 45-46.

f
we look forward to sharing them with you

ront of him. Using an expanded version
of a database originaUy developed to cata-
1  .e the books in the Meherabad Hill

behalfofthe AMRC, Flagg has

again soon.

been meticulously recording the essential
details about each and every available
B^ba publication, in aU languages — from
the lengthiest of books to the smallest of leaf-

^'^'^^Besides the cataloging aspect (which
includes information about the physical
appearance of each item — toward the
goal of having the materials selected for
7chiving be those in the best condition
possible), this effort is helping to deter
mine which items are still missing from
the necessary number of copies for each
individual item (separate editions and
printings count as separate items). Last |
year lists of the missing items, as well as |
requests regarding future publications,
were sent to some of the major Baba pub- ■
lishers and through their generosity we
have already begun to fill in some of the
blank spaces on the shelves. On behalf of
the Trust's archival effort the AMRC in
would especially like to thank ail of you ^
who so willing responded to help ensure ' ,
that this priceless published record of His -g
advent is preserved for all time.

This work is in keeping with the car- -ap
ing and sharing guidelines of the Trust
which require that the caring (physical
stabilization, protection, duplication and
documentation) of these archival items be

seen to first, thus ensuring future sharing ^
(use and access). In the case of these pub- i
lished materials, of course most are already j
generally available from various sources. i
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We extend our heartfelt appreciation to all the individuals and
organizations that own the copyrights to the Meher Baba pic
tures we have used throughout this issue to bring joy and love to
the hearts of all LoveStreet LampPost readers.
A1 words, images and graphics in this publication are property of
the copyright holders and/or the contributors. Messaires and nho-
tos of Meher Baba O AMBPPCT, Ahmedo.gar, Ma, and ®
Lawrence Reiter.

Unauthorized duplication is prohibited by law.
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