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Biographical

Merwan S. Irani, named Meher Baba (“The Compassion-
ate One”) by His early disciples, was born in 1894 in Poona,
India. Between the years of 1913 and 1921, the five Perfect
Masters, or Sadgurus, of that time led Him to realize His
identity and universal mission as the Avatar of the Age -
the God-Man, the Buddha, the Christ. After working inten-
sively with an intimate group of disciples for some years,
Baba began to observe silence in 1925, and throughout the
more than four decades of His spiritual activities on Earth,
He did not utter a word. From His work in India and the
East with the mad, infirm, and poor and with spiritually ad-
vanced souls to His contact with thousands of people in the
West, Meher Baba has awakened innumerable persons to
the quest for higher consciousness and their own ultimate
reality.

Throughout the years, Meher Baba indicated that the
breaking of His Silence would come in a way and at a time
that no one could imagine, and that His “speaking the

Word” after the appearance of utter defeat would be His
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only miracle in this incarnation as God in human form:
“When I break My Silence, the impact will jolt the world
out of its spiritual lethargy. . . What will happen when I
break My Silence is what has never happened before. . .
The breaking of My Silence will reveal to man the univer-
sal Oneness of God, which will bring about the universal
brotherhood of man?”

Declaring that His work had been completed 100% to His
satisfaction and that the results of that work would soon
begin to manifest, Meher Baba dropped his body on Janu-
ary 31st, 1969.
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1
The Lover and the Beloved

God is Love. And Love must love. And to love there must
be a Beloved. But since God is Existence infinite and eternal
there is no one for Him to love but Himself. And in order
to love Himself He must imagine Himself as the Beloved
whom He as the Lover imagines He loves.

Beloved and Lover implies separation. And separation
creates longing; and longing causes search. And the wider
and the more intense the search the greater the separation
and the more terrible the longing.

When longing is most intense separation is complete, and
the purpose of separation, which was that Love might ex-
perience itself as Lover and Beloved, is fulfilled; and union
follows. And when union is attained, the Lover knows that
he himself was all along the Beloved whom he loved and
desired union with; and that all the impossible situations

that he overcame were obstacles which he himself had
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placed in the path to himself. oefd FUE oF= Aol ErHed ArE FE olf=, oW
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2

Wine and Love

The Sufi Master-poets often compare love with wine.
Wine is the most fitting figure for love because both intox-
icate. But while wine causes self-forgetfulness, love leads to
Self-realization.

The behaviour of the drunkard and the lover are similar;
each disregards the world’s standards of conduct and each
is indifferent to the opinion of the world. But there are
worlds of difference between the course and the goal of the
two: the one leads to subterranean darkness and denial; the
other gives wings to the soul for its flight to freedom.

The drunkenness of the drunkard begins with a glass of
wine which elates his spirit and loosens his affections and
gives him a new view of life that promises a forgetfulness
from his daily worries. He goes on from a glass to two
glasses, to a bottle; from companionship to isolation, from

forgetfulness to oblivion— oblivion, which in Reality, is the
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Original State of God, but which, with the drunkard, is an
empty stupor—and he sleeps in a bed or a gutter. And he
awakens in a dawn of futility, an object of disgust and ridi-
cule to the world.

The lover’s drunkenness begins with a drop of God’s love
which makes him forget the world. The more he drinks the
closer he draws to his Beloved, and the more unworthy he
feels of the Beloved’s love; and he longs to sacrifice his very
life at his Beloved’s feet. He, too, does not know whether
he sleeps on a bed or in a gutter, and becomes an object of
ridicule to the world; but he rests in bliss, and God the Be-
loved takes care of his body and neither the elements nor
disease can touch it.

One out of many such lovers sees God face to face. His
longing becomes infinite; he is like a fish thrown up on the
beach, leaping and squirming to regain the ocean. He sees
God everywhere and in everything, but he cannot find the
gate of union. The Wine that he drinks turns into Fire in
which he continuously burns in blissful agony. And the Fire
eventually becomes the Ocean of Infinite Consciousness in

which he drowns.
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3

Stages of Love

When lust goes love appears; and out of love comes long-
ing. In love there can never be satisfaction, for longing in-
creases till it becomes an agony which ceases only in union.
Nothing but union with the Beloved can satisfy the lover.

The way of love is a continual sacrifice; and what gets sac-
rificed are the lover’s thoughts of ‘T, until at last comes the
time when the lover says, ‘O Beloved! Will I ever become
one with you and so lose myself forever? But let this be
only if it is your will? This is the stage of love enlightened by
obedience.

Now the lover continuously witnesses the glory of the
Beloved’s will; and in the witnessing does not even think of
union. He willingly surrenders his entire being to the Be-
loved, and has no thought of self left. This is the stage when
love is illumined by surrender.

Out of millions, only one loves God; and out of millions
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of lovers, only one succeeds in obeying, and, finally, in sur- o] HHE FolME o4 3 ®ute] NojA] st nHu 24l
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4
Gifts of Love

Love is a gift from God to man.
Obedience is a gift from Master to man.

Surrender is a gift from man to Master.

One who loves desires the will of the Beloved.
One who obeys does the will of the Beloved.
One who surrenders knows nothing but the will of the

Beloved.

Love seeks union with the Beloved.
Obedience seeks the pleasure of the Beloved.

Surrender seeks nothing.

One who loves is the lover of the Beloved.
One who obeys is the beloved of the Beloved.
One who surrenders has no existence other than the

Beloved.
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Greater than love is obedience.
Greater than obedience is surrender.

All three arise out of, and remain contained in, the Ocean

of divine Love.
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5
Love of Woman and God

A man loves a woman who is living in a distant place. His
love causes him to be thinking of her all the time; and he
cannot eat and he cannot sleep. His thoughts are only on
his separation from her and he continually longs for her.
When this longing becomes too great, he either goes to her
or he compels her to come to him. This is called Ishk-e-Mi-
jazi or physical love.

To love God one should think of God, long for God and
suffer the fire of separation until one’s longing reaches its
utmost limits, and God the Beloved comes to the lover and
his thirst is quenched in union with God. This love is called
Ishk-e-Haqqiqji, and is a gift from God.

But one who obeys the Master who is One with God,
need not suffer these things, for in obedience is the Grace

of the Master.
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6

God is Shy of Strangers

God exists. If you are convinced of God’s existence then it
rests with you to seek Him, to see Him and to realize Him.

Do not search for God outside of you. God can only be
found within you, for His only abode is the heart.

But you have filled His abode with millions of strangers
and He cannot enter, for He is shy of strangers. Unless you
empty His abode of these millions of strangers you have
filled it with, you will never find God.

These strangers are your age-old desires—your millions
of wants. They are strangers to God because want is an ex-
pression of incompleteness and is fundamentally foreign to
Him who is All- sufficient and wanting in nothing. Honesty
in your dealings with others will clear the strangers out of
your heart.

Then you will find Him, see Him and realize Him.
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7

Absolute Honesty

Absolute honesty is essential in one’s search for God
(Truth). The subtleties of the Path are finer than a hair. The
least hypocrisy becomes a wave that washes one off the
Path.

It is your false self that keeps you away from your true
Self by every trick it knows.In the guise of honesty this self
even deceives itself. For instance your self claims, I love
Baba. The fact is, if you really loved Baba you would not be
your false self making the self-asserting statement! The self,
instead of being effaced in love, believes and asserts, I love
Baba. Isn’t that self- deception?

How will you get rid of this false self? How will you
give up this shadowy I-am-ness and get established in the
I-Alone-Am or God-Alone-Is state? Hafiz* has given the
answer: Firaq-o-Wasl che khahi, reza-e-doost talab. (O

Lover! Separation and Union are none of your business.
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Seek only to resign yourself to the Will of the Beloved.)

Firaq-o-Wasl che khahi, reza-e-doost talab.(O Lover!
Separation and Union are none of your business. Seek only
to resign yourself to the Will of the Beloved.)

Even the craving for union with the Beloved creates bind-
ings. Therefore do not bother about separation or union;
just love and love all the more. Then, as you love more and
more you are able to resign yourself and your Path to the
Perfect Master who is the Way; and you undergo a gradual
change and your ego asserts itself less and less. Then what-
ever the Perfect Master tells you to do, you are able to carry
out. In the beginning the mind grumbles, Why should I
obey someone? But Hafiz consoles the mind by saying, Oh
Mind! This bondage to the Master alone can give eternal
Freedom.

The chosen ones of the Perfect Master obey Him implic-
itly. He who becomes the perfect ‘slave’ becomes a Perfect

Master.

*Hafiz: A Persian poet who was a Perfect Master.
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8

Become Footless and Headless

There are two kinds of experience: real and imitation. Just
as it is difficult to distinguish an imitation from a real pearl,
so it is difficult to distinguish between an imitation and a
real spiritual experience.

When finally the Real Experience is gained, worldly
things and circumstances cannot affect you. Once gained,
the Real Experience is never lost; it is permanent. To get
this Experience Hafiz has said, Become footless and head-
less.

That is meant by becoming footless and headless? It
means implicitly obeying the Perfect Master: following His
orders literally and not using your head to analyse their sig-
nificance; doing only what He wants you to do—your feet
moving at His command and your life being lived in the

way of His love.

40 | The Everything and The Nothing

8
vl 9 gl

A7t etk

Aol = 7 7] F77F Ak AAS] A} mrke] AlFe] T4
oft}. AArt XFEet Hx X5 P ofH ko], 1R 94
A ¥ (real spiritual experience) ¥} 71H2] A&e | = ofgHt)

A7} 17} AAfe] AE(Real Experience)S A FWH, 1] o]
& A& AET B89 B A 2 Aol o] AR Al

oo o A7 4 & gl

Aot} o] AF2 AL A58

o Sl R ) A s, viEls i g Al

o] si=FaL,

Tef, el W g Aol Hlohs 2l R Uk v

2 93 A2 (Perfect Master)ol| Al -

27 BESHE 4

%'4 1 EHEH 0115_ -‘?ﬂ"ﬂrolb} —r}\ = @\0] ‘:‘l:}_‘% :——/—EHE U}E’E
7, Tite] ek TS BEoR G 2le deTh = 18
o] wegol] oJs) T1rhe) o] -=jolxr, T1ate] Akdel] Sfa) 1} <)

el =7} AEl= Aotk

FetE |4



9

A Journey Without Journeying

The succession of experiences that one goes through in
the process of involution is called the Spiritual Path, and
the going through them is likened to a journey. On one
stage you hear melodious sounds and music that enchant
and overwhelm you. On another stage you see wonderful
visions in which most often you get lost. Such experiences
are part and parcel of the Great Dream in Illusion, though
together they may be called a real or super Dream com-
pared with day to day experiences of the gross sphere.

The experiences are so innumerable and varied, that the
journey appears to be interminable and the Destination is
ever out of sight. But the wonder of it is, when at last you
reach your Destination you find that you had never trav-
elled at all! It was a journey from here to Here. As one Sufi
expressed it, When I plucked the date (Fruit of Realization)

I found the fruit was within me.
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The journey seems infinitely long while you are passing
through the dream-experiences of reincarnation and the six
planes of involution, until finally you merge into yourself
to emerge as Self. But the journey is after all no journey: it
is simply the momentum of your urge to awaken from the
Dream and get established in the reality of the God-state
of Infinite Consciousness. To awaken means to consciously
experience the sound-sleep State of God. When you awake
you find that the Great Dream containing all the varied il-
lusory aspects of dreaming, has vanished for ever. Heaven
and hell as well as all the planes vanish within your Self,
to remain as nothing. In this Awakened State, there is no
scope for anything besides you - the Self, the Existence
eternal and infinite.

This is the only Experience worth experiencing and as-
piring after. To gain this Experience you have to become as
dust at the feet of the Perfect Master — which amounts to
becoming as nothing. And, when you become absolutely

nothing, you become Everything.

44 | The Everything and The Nothing

yl! (3 ] Hde )

T TR F-ATE AR, 1 F A8 BAR ol "9z}
IS ARE B 22a Y I 2R Qe & nolso
FSelh 2 =27 7h4], o] 132 2 glo] AA AR 11
2fu} o] ofge- A5 ofgio] oprk: Foll A Aofutel= Te] FF
o] ol 7|tk &, gkt eJ2o|m Ale] el (God-state)?] A
A (Reality)ol] SF=]et= TIoie] F-FollA HIRE 7|AH: Zjoldtt
= A2 Ale] Z1& =z el (sound-sleep State of God)E 2]24 o
= (consciously) A@sk= Zlolek A7} oA ZHolyke v Tl
o, o] 27t B Se wgtelal Qe 2 A7 98] A
gt 21 A Hok A=) 2182 293 BE A AAEE
e s &0 = AlekA] F(IE)7F Hck o] 7ol AEl(Awak-
ened State)+=, F3Fslal JLsH EAjolH el 1) flol=

= SIS 4 Qs A
Adwre] Fatal AP 77} = L7 Slolek o]
23 A S 7] Sl ek Ago) ol MAIAY Holof &
. 5 )7} Hojok gtk AAZF TIdi7h g F-(nothing) 7}
uf, 23t fr(Everything)7} 2 Zloltk



10

The Inquisitive and Doubting Man

Once an inquisitive and doubting man went to Bayazid
the Perfect Master and said, “You, being Perfect, ought to
know the thoughts of others. What am I thinking of just
now?’ Bayazid replied, “You are thinking that which you
ought not to have thought of, and asking that which you
ought not to have asked. Had you come with an open mind
and curbed tongue you would have received that which
you ought to have received, instead of this well- deserved

rebuke’

46 | The Everything and The Nothing

10

o1 gal k) ol Mg

& oWIEAL A7 Fokshs B} I of=d Tt ke
2591 HPORA| = Bayazid) A 944 E90H. "Rk Tle] eheisie
R, BE Abe] AZhE o Zlo] ERgia, I8 Al Wik e A7
2 Bl Qs A opAl LY HloRA| B ofAl Tl “TIrh <
SRRt 23 A7hE sfaL, <F sk 59 A s gl et
G vl AER ERR SieEh, vhgs] dofgtelo & 1 7
W dofzke Aol mhas] Sofek & o] 5 tialel--



11

Three Sorts of Cheap Experiences

On a certain stage of the spiritual journey there is an ex-
perience in which all things to the aspirants physical eyes
gradually fade away leaving a void, facing which he feels
fright or panic. But the next moment a lotus appears within
the void. This experience is not enduring, the lotus disap-
pears and all things begin to reappear.

There is another sort of experience which completely
dazes the aspirant, so that all else is obliterated from his
consciousness. It is a state of conscious coma. Even physi-
cally there is an abrupt halt, and whatever the posture of the
body at the moment this experience begins, it is maintained
until the experience wears off. For instance, if at the mo-
ment the hand is in a raised position, it will remain raised
until the end of the coma which may be of a short duration
or may last for years at a stretch.

There is yet another sort of experience. It is the expe-
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rience of the fourth plane. Here Infinite Power is in one’s
hand and this entails great risk to the aspirant.

After crossing the fourth plane, one kisses the threshold
of God’s Abode. But, as Hafiz has said, Just before the ‘kiss’
there is the vault of heaven (asman) where you feel all pow-
erful, but the least misuse of that power will drag you to the
dust.

So, on this spiritual path, there are three sorts of cheap
experience. The experience of the first causes fright, of the
second makes one dazed; and with the third is the risk of
an immense fall.

The Perfect Master (Qutub) does not make one con-
sciously pass through the planes.To grant intermediate ex-
periences of the planes, is child’s play to the Perfect Master.
But the Perfect Master is not interested in giving a ‘drop’ -
when He gives, He gives the ‘Ocean’ For Him to do so, He
expects from His disciples complete obedience in whole-
hearted love. When this is fulfilled, in one moment He rais-
es the disciple to the highest level, which is the Experience
of Infinite Consciousness of the state of I am God!

*Details are given in God Speaks, by Meher Baba.
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Three Types of . ..

DISCIPLES:

Those who do not give but ask.

Those who give but also ask.

Those who give and never ask.

SEEKERS:

The intellectual seeker.

The inspired seeker who is an intellectual.

The inspired seeker.

YOGIS:

Those who master Yogic exercises merely for occult pow-

€rs.

Those who long for the Goal and also for occult powers.

Those who long for the Goal and give no thought to oc-

cult powers.
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LOVERS:

The mast* who loves and knows only God. He loses all
consciousness of his body and surroundings, and is dead to
himself and the world. For him only God exists.

The one who lives in the world, carries out his worldly
duties and responsibilities a hundred percent, but is all the
time conscious that everything is passing and only God ex-
ists. He loves God without others being aware of it.

The one who completely surrenders to the God-Man (the
Christ or Avatar). He no longer lives for himself, but for the

God-Man. This is the highest and rarest type of lover.

RESIGNERS:

Those who do what the Master asks at all cost, but expect
reward.

Those who do what the Master asks, sacrificing every-
thing and not expecting reward; but they do it because their
surrender to the Master demands it of them.

Those who have no thought of their surrender and are so

completely resigned to the Master’s Will that the question
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of how, why or when, never enters their minds. These are
the ‘fortunate slaves’ that Hafiz advises us to become:
Mazan ze choono-chera dam ke banda-e-mugpbil;
Ze jan qabul kunad har sukhan ke Sultan guft.
Befitting a fortunate slave, carry out every command of

the Master without any question of why or what.
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13
Do Not Seek and You Will Find

‘Seek and you shall find” has become such a common-
place that spiritual aspirants have begun to wonder what it
means. To them I say, Do not seek and you will find.

Do not seek material pleasure and you will find the spir-
itual treasure. This means, seek only God by not seeking
material pleasures, and you will find God.

You can only seek God through self-denial. The spiritual
treasure cannot be obtained by merely stretching out your
hand for it. Only in the completeness of self-denial can the
spiritual treasure become self-evident.

There are three ways of obtaining the spiritual treasure:

To earn it yourself by self-denial;

To receive it as a spontaneous gift from God given to His
lover whose self has become effaced in the intensity of his
longing for his Beloved;

To inherit it directly from the Perfect Master who be-
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queaths it to those who remain completely resigned to His T-E H5olet A = (kingdom of earth)S 7814 802
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14
God Seeks

The humour of the divine love-game is that the One
who is sought is Himself the seeker. It is the Sought who
prompts the seeker to ask, Where can I find Him whom I
seek? The seeker asking, Where is God? Is really God say-

ing, Where indeed is the seeker!
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15
The Pearl Diver

When I became a lover I thought I had gained the Pearl
of the Goal; foolish I did not know that this Pearl lies on
the floor of an ocean which has innumerable waves to be
encountered and great depths to be sounded. —HAFIZ

In the beginning the seeker of truth is like a man who,
having heard that a priceless pearl is to be got from the
depths of the ocean, goes down to the seashore and first
admires the vastness of the ocean and then paddles and
splashes about in the shallows and, intoxicated with this
new excitement, forgets about the pearl.

Out of many who do this, one after a while, remembers
his quest and learns to swim and starts to swim out.

Out of many who do this, one masters swimming and
reaches the open sea; the others perish in the waves.

Out of many who master swimming, one begins to dive;

the others in their enjoyment of mastery, again forget about
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the pearl.

Out of many who practise diving, one reaches the ocean
bed and grasps the pearl.

Out of many who get hold of the pearl, one swims back
up to the surface with it, the others stay stuck on the floor
gazing with wonder at the pearl.

Out of many who swim up to the surface, one returns to
the shore. This one is the Perfect Master (Qutub) and He
shows His pearl to the others - the divers, the swimmers,
the paddlers, and so encourages them in their efforts. But
He can if He wishes cause another to become the possessor
of the pearl without that one having to learn swimming and
diving.

But God-Man or Avatar is the Master of Masters (Qu-
tub-al-Aktab), and can give possession of the Pearl to any
number he likes. The Qutub is perfect Perfection, but is
circumscribed by His office in regard to His help to men.
The Avatar is beyond limits of function; His power and the
effects of His power are boundless. The absolute Perfection
of the Perfect Master is the same as God- Mans. The differ-
ence between them is in the scope of their functioning. One

is limited, the other is unlimited.
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The Four Journeys

God is Infinite and His Shadow is also infinite. The Shad-
ow of God is the Infinite Space that accommodates the
infinite Gross Sphere which, with its occurrences of mil-
lions of universes, within and without the ranges of men’s
knowledge, is the Creation that issued from the Point of
Finiteness in the infinite Existence that is God.

In these millions of universes are many systems with
planets: some in gaseous states, some in states of solidifi-
cation, some which are Stone and Metal, some which also
have Vegetation, some which also have developed life forms
such as Worms, some also Fish, some also Birds, some also
Animals, and a few also have Human Beings.

Thus it is that throughout the myriads of universes there
are planets on which the “Seven Kingdoms” of Evolution
are manifested; and the evolution of Consciousness and

Forms is completed.
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But only on the planet Earth do human beings reincar-
nate and begin the Involutionary Path to Self Realization.

Earth is the Centre of this Infinite Gross Sphere of mil-
lions of universes inasmuch as it is the Point to which all
human-conscious souls must migrate in order to begin the
Involutionary Path.

This Involutionary Path has seven Stations and arrival at
the seventh Station completes the First Journey to God.

Although the completion of this Journey is the Goal of all
human souls, only a very few at any given moment embark
upon it. The arrival at the end of this Journey is the drown-
ing of individuality in the Ocean of Infinite Consciousness,
and the Journey’s completion is the soul’s absorption in the
state of I-am-God with full consciousness, and,as God, ex-
periences Infinite Power, Knowledge and Bliss.

Out of all the souls who complete the First Journey, a
very few enter the Second Journey. This Journey has no sta-
tions. It is an instantaneous journey -the journey of infinite
Consciousness being shaken from its absorption in I-am-
God to abiding in God as God. In this state individuality is

regained, but individuality is now infinite, and this Infinity
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includes gross Consciousness, and so as Man and God he
experiences Infinite Power, Knowledge and Bliss in the
midst of Most-finiteness — the unlimited Soul knows Its un-
limitedness in the midst of limitation.

The Third Journey is undertaken only by those who have
accomplished the Second Journey and whose lot it is to
bear the burden of the exercise of Infinite Power, Knowl-
edge and Bliss and so live God’s Life both as Man and God
simultaneously.

There are only five such Masters living on the Earth at any
given moment, and they control the movement of the uni-
verses and the affairs of the worlds of men. Only when one
of these FIVE PERFECT MASTERS drops His body can
one of those who are abiding in God as God move onwards
and complete the Third Journey to fill the vacant Office.

It is the duty of these Five Perfect Masters to precipitate
the Advent of the Ancient One (Avatar) and to hand over
to Him the charge of His own Creation.

All those who live God’s Life on Earth and all those who
abide in God as God on Earth when they drop their bodies

also shed forever their Subtle and Mental vehicles and pass
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away utterly as God, retaining infinite Individuality and ex-
periencing the Infinite Power, Knowledge and Bliss. This is
the Fourth Journey.

In reality these Four Journeys are never journeyed, for
God has nowhere to journey. He is without beginning and
without end. And everything, which has the appearance
of being, appeared from That which has no beginning and

passes back into That which has no ending.

__ S
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17
The Wine-seller

Sufi poets use the figure of wine and its effects to describe
the Way of Love and the condition of the lover. Saqi is
the wine-seller, Rind is the customer and Maikhana is the
wine-shop. Saqi-ul-Irshad is the vintner who makes and
wholesales wine — the Wine-seller to the wine-sellers.

As in the world there are many wine-shops where new
and unracked, and even adulterated, wine is sold for a small
price, and which brings madness upon those who drink it
and destroys their bodies and minds, so on the Spiritual
Path there are saqis who have not let the wine of love they
have got from the Saqi-ul-Irshad mature, but have used it
straightway themselves to obtain the intoxication of cheap
spiritual experiences, and even added pure spirits to it to
increase its potency; and they sell it to anyone for the coins
of small services.

And again, as there are wine-shops where only good
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vintage-wine is stocked for connoisseurs, so there are Saqis
who are saints and perfect saints (walis and pirs) who have
the mature wine of love for God alone, the price they have
paid for which is the sacrifice of all that is near and dear;
and this price they, in their turn, require from those who go
to them.

Among those who have paid this price through many
lives, one has the rare fortune to be invited by the Saqi-ul-
Irshad to visit his cellar. And he gives this one a little glass
from his special cask, and this overpowers him completely
and he becomes merged with God. And out of many such
intimates he makes one as himself - a Saqi-ul-Irshad.

The Saqi-ul-Irshad is the Qutub, the Perfect Master, who
is the Pivot of the Universe. He is All-power and has the
authority to use it as he wills. He never gives one intoxi-
cation(masti), but causes one to see God face to face, and
some he makes one with God. As Hafiz says:

One who is Saqi-ul-Irshad can, with his mere glance or
wish transform dust into the alchemy-stone that transmutes
base metal into gold.

And sometimes it happens that there is one who has
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served the Saqi-ul- Irshad faithfully in previous lives and
now has not even the price of the cheapest wine, and the
Master remembers him and calls him and gives him the lit-
tle drink of the Wine which gives Realization, and, perhaps,

makes him a Saqi-ul-Irshad.
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The Unlimited One is the Sadguru

Kabir said:

Kan fooka Guru Had ka Behad ka Guru nahee.

Behad ka Sadguru hai soch samaj mana mahee.

(The ear-whispering Guru is of the Limited; he is not of
the Unlimited.

Of the Unlimited is the Sadguru. Grasp this clearly in the
mind.)

Although by ‘ear-whispering’ Kabir speaks specifically
of the 5th plane Gurus, Gurus of the 6th plane may also be
included as both are within the domain of the Limited.

We find three types of Gurus or Masters in the world at
all times:

1) The impostor

2) The genuine but limited Guru—the Wali or Master of
the 5th plane and the Pir or Master of the 6th plane;

3) The perfect Guru or Sadguru who is God-realized.
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When a Wali is pleased with someone he whispers or
breathes a divine Word in his ear, or he looks steadily into
the eyes of the person concerned andcauses a lift in that
person’s consciousness. In this heightened consciousness
the person can easily read the thoughts of those near him if
he wants to. He sees coloured lights and sometimes sees the
face of the Wali within the light.

But the Wali may raise one to his own level of conscious-
ness and cause him to identify himself with the mental
body, and he sees his gross and subtle bodies distinctly as
garments that he wears. Although this raising of another’s
consciousness is not mere hypnotism but bestowal of an ex-
perience of a very high order, the state enjoyed, being with-
in the domain of limitation (Had), is still part of the pass-
ing-show of illusion. The angle of vision has merely shifted
from what it was previously. The view is vastly greater, but
he still faces Maya* with his back to God.

A Pir does not use either of the methods of the Wali.
When he is pleased with someone he may ask for a glass of
water or a cup of tea and taking a sip or two may give it to

him to drink; or he may ask the person for something such
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as a handkerchief or scarf and after using it for some time
return it to him. By such a seemingly insignificant action
the Pir may bring him up through any of the lower planes,
even to his own station and cause him to take a complete
about-turn so that Maya is forever behind him and before
him is the indescribable beauty and glory of God.

In his lifetime a Wali and a Pir can raise one person or
at the most two persons to his own level of consciousness.
A Pir cannot take anyone beyond the sixth plane, which
denotes the very edge of Limitation. There is an abyss to
be crossed between the sixth and the seventh planes of
Consciousness — between the last point in Limitation and
infinite Limitlessness, the Goal.

A Pir is himself in the realm of duality and therefore
cannot take anyone to the Unitive state of Unlimited
Consciousness; a Sadguru being beyond the bounds of
Limitation, can and does do so. He utilizes infinite ways
(including direct physical touch, or even just a wish) for the
bestowing of His grace on the ones He chooses, to make
them transcend duality and merge in the Consciousness of

God the Unlimited (Behad).
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A Wali or a Pir necessarily requires the physical presence
of a person whose level of consciousness he intends to raise.
But time and space are no obstacles to a Sadguru when he
wishes to bestow His Grace on any person or thing. The
person concerned may be thousands of miles away or not
even in a physical body. Just a wish of the Sadguru can
instantaneously establish that particular individual in the
consciousness of the seventh plane of Limitlessness (Be-
had).

But where are these planes and spheres? They are all
within you. You are not conscious of them because differ-
ent states of consciousness give rise to different levels of
consciousness. For example, take an ant as representing the
first plane, a dog the third plane, an elephant the fifth plane
and a man the seventh plane of consciousness. The ant, the
dog, the elephant and the man move on the same earth, but
there are worlds of difference in their levels of conscious-
ness. The Limited and the Limitless lie within you. Rather
they are you, but you do not experience them so because of
the falseness attached to the Real T’ which causes it to play
the part of the false T.
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All upheavals are in the limitations of the consciousness.
A Pir can make one see God, but even then one’s real T still
has falseness attached to it. A Sadguru, at the right moment,
whisks away entirely the entire falseness. And how does He
do it? That is inexplicable. Only he who is Knowledge Itself
can do this. When falseness is entirely shed, Real Individu-
ality is established. This is the Tam God’ state.

The only way to get beyond the bounds of Limitation
and get established in Limitlessness, is to become as dust
in one’s love for the Perfect Master. So Tukaram, one of the
Perfect Masters, has said:

Sadguru vachoni sapday-ne-soye, Dharave-te-paye adhee
adhee.

Without the Grace of the Perfect Master you cannot find
the way to the Goal;

Before and above everything else hold firmly to His feet.

*Maya: The Principle of Ignorance.
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The Divine Pretence

Jesus had Christ-consciousness.This means that Jesus
was conscious of Himself as Christ. Jesus the Christ was in
Judas; and as Jesus the Christ in Judas He knew that Judas
would betray Him. Yet He remained as though He knew
nothing.

This divine Pretence of the All-knowing is the principle

of His Leela—the Divine Sport of the eternal Christ.
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20
A Plight

The Soul’s knowing that it knows everything is Dnyan
(Knowledge). Dnyan is the All-knowing experience of the
Soul. The Soul says, ‘Now I know that I know everything’
The All- knowing Soul’s not knowing that it knows, was
pure imagination.

Oh! You ignorant, All-knowing Soul, what a plight you
are in;

Oh! You weak, All-powerful Soul, what a plight you are
in;

Oh! You miserable, All-happy Soul, what a plight you are
in.

What a plight! What a sight! What a delight!
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Imparting of Knowledge

Knowledge is imparted in two ways—indirectly and
directly. There are two steps in the imparting of indirect
Knowledge and two different ways in imparting direct
Knowledge.

In order to make a clear picture let us liken gross-con-
sciousness of the ordinary human-being to remote vil-
lage-life, and God- consciousness of the realized-being to
life in New York, and the six states of involution of con-
sciousness to six halts or ports of call between the two plac-
es.

If you as a villager go to New York and remain there
absorbed in the life of the city, you will not be able to tell
those who have stayed in the village about your experience.
But if you return to the village with your new knowledge,
and, at the same time, remember the speech and ways of

the villagers, you will be able to describe to them what you
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have seen and experienced, and so encourage some of them
to make the journey also.

But you cannot sustain their interest indefinitely by de-
scription alone, so, through the aid of coloured slides and a
projector you give them actual glimpses of New York. This
brings Reality more vividly before the seekers’ minds and
spurs their interest to make the journey.

Now, there are two ways in which a villager can travel:
either on his own under your directions, in which case he
is exposed to the enchantments of each port of call—but
his love and faith and full trust in you will save him from
being ensnared and never completing the journey; or you
may take him blindfolded under your personal care and he
sees nothing until he reaches New York with you and you
take the bandage from his eyes. This is the safer and quicker
way. But whichever way, when he arrives at his destination
he sees and experiences directly all the wonder and gran-
deur that he had only glimpsed on the screen.

The direct knowledge of God is that Knowledge (Dnyan)
had through the experience of becoming one with God and

can only be had by the grace of the Perfect Master. But indi-
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rect knowledge such as that obtained through descriptions
and pictures is information for the mind only.

To know Reality is to become it. It is nearest to you - for,
in fact, it is you. Owing to ignorance God who is nearest
appears to be farthest. But when the veil of ignorance is
rent by the grace of the Perfect Master you become you—
the real Self which is the innermost Reality that you are,

ever were and ever will be.
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Types of Knowledge

Knowledge is of three types:

1.Material Knowledge

(Bahaya Dnyan) of the external: comprises knowledge
pertaining to worldly matters(affairs of the world), gained
naturally or acquired through study. This knowing is igno-
rance of Ignorance.

2. Spiritual Knowledge

(Antar Dnyan) of the internal: comprises the spiritual
experiences of the Subtle Planes and of the Mental Planes.
Experiencing the Subtle Planes is ignorance of Knowledge.
Experiencing the Mental Planes is knowledge of Ignorance.
The inner experiences of the Subtle Planes may be said to
be divine hallucination; while the inner experiences of the
Mental Planes may be said to be a spiritual nightmare of
longing for Union withGod. Inner experiences end in Di-

vine Awakening.
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3. Divine Knowledge

(Brahma Dnyan) of Godhood: is God’s own Infinite
Knowledge. This is knowledge of the Knowledge.

Bahaya Dnyan is mastered by a very few.

Antar Dnyan is mastered by a very, very few.

Brahma Dnyan is attained by a rare one.

The Brahma-Dnyani is All-knowing and All-knowledge,
for He has become the Source of Knowledge and is Knowl-

edge Itself.
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Introductions

As a rule an introduction is required between people who
do not know one another. Such introduction is not felt to
be necessary when there is a give and take of love between
persons, for hearts need no introduction. An affinity can be
felt between strangers, a feeling of having known one an-
otherbefore. This feeling is because of their connections in
previous lives.

No one requires an introduction to me, for no one is
a stranger to me. However, I am a stranger to most, and
those coming and remaining in my presence do not do so
without introduction. As a matter of fact, they have come
with many introductions - for many times in previous lives
have they been introduced to me and have gone away and
forgotten me and met me again. All these introductions are

their introduction to me this time.
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Sahavas Sayings

* “Love is such that the lover needs no asking to do any-
thing”

* “By loving, your whole being will be changed and your
life will end in Freedom?

* “The gift of love is a rare gift of God, and rarely is one
capable of receiving it

* “God is infinitely more vital to your existence than your
breath which is your very life. Ordinarily, life is associat-
ed with breath; but you only become aware of this when
breath is restricted through exertion, and you only com-
pletely realize this when breath is cut off altogether as when
drowning. Similarly, you only become aware that God is
your existence when you pant for Him, and you only finally
realize Him when you drown in His Ocean of divine Love”

* “It is difficult for one to understand the Spiritual Path,

and still more difficult to get on the Path”
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* “What is fasting the mind? It is having no thoughts. But
this is impossible. But when you entrust your mind to me
by constantly remembering me, there are no thoughts left
on which the mind can feed. This fasting is the true and es-
sential fasting. Starving the stomach may benefitthe health
but it does not necessarily help spiritual advancement””

* “You say that you see me in dreams. These dreams arise
from your own impressions formed through your love and
faith in me. Do not attribute them to me. I have come into

your midst to awaken you from the long, drawn-out Dream

1”

of Illusion—not to create more dreams for you
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Do Not Absent Yourself

He who has eyes but does not see,

He who has ears but does not hear,

He who has a tongue but does not speak, He can see
Me as I should be seen, and can know Me as I should be
known.

This does not mean that you should become inactive.
On the contrary it means that you should be constantly
alert towards the expressive Beauty of the All-pervading
Beloved. On this Hafiz has said, If you want your Beloved
to be present, do not absent yourself for one moment from
His Presence.

The Perfect Master is in everything, and is the Centre of
everything. Every one and every thing is therefore equidis-
tant from Him. Though, owing to our own limitations, He
appears outwardly to be present at only one place at a time,

He is on every plane of consciousness at one and the same
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time. To see Him as He is, is to see God. 7} EA(AFE) KA =
So beware lest when the divine Beloved knocks at the

door of your heart He finds you absent.
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Want what I want

I am God - God the Beyond and God in human form.
I draw you ever closer to me by giving you frequent occa-
sions of my companionship. But familiarity often makes
you forget that I am God.

I know all that happens and will happen. Whatever hap-
pens does not happen without my will. Knowingly I allow
things to happen in their natural course.

All T ask of you is that you love me most and obey me at
all times. Knowing that it is impossible for you to obey me
as you should, I help you to carry out wholeheartedly what
I give you to do by repeatedly bringing to you the impor-
tance of obedience.

Always do what I want, instead of wanting me to want
what you want. Most of you want me to want what you
want; and when you succeed in getting me to agree to what

you want you are delighted and even tell others that that is
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what I want! For example, one of you brings a youth to me
saying, Baba, this is so and so. He is a double graduate and
would be an excellent match for my daughter who is also
a double graduate. I need your approval. When I do not
approve, you persist saying, But Baba, he really is a good
boy and would suit my daughter very much. So I say, Is that
so? All right—approved! And as soon as you step out of the
room you start telling others that I want your daughter to
marry that youth. This sort of thing is common with most
of you. When I approve of what you want to do, you say, It
is what Baba wants me to do. Be honest and careful in what
you say. What I want of you is that you try your best to
want what Baba wants.

I know it is not easy to want what I want. In fact, it is
impossible for you to want what I want, for it is impossible
for you to love me as I should be loved. But at least, do not
always be wanting me to want what you want, and try your
utmost to put your heart and soul into doing whatever I
want you to do.

Only intense love for me can bring you to obey me as I

want you to.
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Your Gift of Obedience

Let your heart be pure. Do not act outwardly what you
are not inwardly. Be absolutely honest. God is Infinite Hon-
esty.

Do not pose as being pious, because God is everywhere.
God cannot be fooled—so why pose as something you are
not?

I do not want anything else from you but the gift of your
obedience. Give me that and you will free yourself from the

bondage of ignorance.
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The Divine Response

The moment you try to understand God rather than love
Him you begin to misunderstand Him, and your ignorance
feeds your ego. Mind cannot reach that which is beyond it.
God is infinite and beyond the reach of Mind.

The Divine Will that brought forth this infinite Illusion
expresses itself in all its purity through me to make you
turn away from Illusion towards God-consciousness.

Every moment I respond to the whole of creation. My
response, being divine, is wholly from love. The many faces
of that one response as you see them, are but the reflections
of your many- mirrored mind. You view and judge my ac-
tions from your level of understanding and attempt to dif-
ferentiate them in the light of your own limited standards
of values. And so you misinterpret the different shades of
my response to different people. Being unlimited I am si-

multaneously on all levels of consciousness; and, as such, in
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my response I differentiate one from the other solely in the
light of their impressions (sanskaras), or the different states
of consciousness that the impressions give rise to. Each ac-
tion of mine is a response in accordance with the necessity
of the recipients on various planes of consciousness. And so
by its very nature and magnitude my divine response some-
times appears enigmatic.

Do not try with your limited mind to understand the sig-
nificance of my actions, nor try to imitate them. You must
not do what I do, but do what I tell you to do. To try to
bring my every action within the orbit of your understand-
ing is but to understand the limitations of your own under-
standing!

At times when I see you confused I am moved by my
compassion and love for you to give an explanation of the
reason for a particular action of mine. And so it seems that
I am defending my actions by giving explanations for them.
And thus is shown your weakness and my strength.

But remember that despite my explaining the significance
of my actions, they will ever remain beyond the range of

your knowing. The utter simplicity of my divine Game ap-
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pears to be highly intricate as soon as you try to understand
it through your intellect.

The more you have of my company and receive of my love
with an open heart the more whole-heartedly you begin to
accept me. And the more you see of me the more convinced
you become that you understand me less and less. Exerting
yourself to comprehend my divine Game through the pro-
cess of understanding opens up vast fields of speculation in
which you wander and arrive sooner or later at a dead-end,
finding yourself hopelessly lost.

If my actions cause confusion it is because of your lack of
complete trust. Therefore uproot all doubt and remember
well that whatever I do is for the best. All my actions are my

divine response born of my divine love.
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The Questioning Mind

Your love and faith has drawn you from hundreds of
miles to be with me for a few hours. Although I sent you
word that you should not ask me any questions I know
that some of you are just waiting for the opportunity to ask
some. It is the nature of the mind to go on asking. But love
asks no questions; it seeks nothing but the will of the Be-
loved.

Mind wants to know that which is beyond mind. To
know that which is beyond mind, mind must go—vanish,
leaving no vestige of itself behind. The humour of it is, the
mind, which is finite, wants to retain itself and yet know
Truth, which is infinite. This is the position of those who
seek Truth through intellect. Few grasp this fact, and so
most grope and grapple.

It is easy to ask questions, but it needs past preparation

to grasp what I explain. Those who have the authority to
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ask and the capacity to understand do not ask. They under-
stand that God is un-understandable and beyond the reach
of the questioning mind.

Every one wants to be happy. Each of you seeks happiness
in one way or another invariably to meet with dissatisfac-
tion and disappointment. In reality you are Bliss itself—
but what a comedy Illusion stages before you, what game it
makes of you to make you aware of it!

One of my lovers has complained, Baba, I have led a pure
life yet I have had to suffer much. Perhaps others of you
have a similar complaint; but you can only have such be-
cause you have no idea of the purpose behind it all. I do not
mean that you should invite suffering; I mean, do not fear
suffering or blame anyone for it.

According to the Law that governs the universe, all suffer-
ing is your labour of love to unveil your Real Self. In com-
parison to the Infinite Bliss you experience on attaining the
I-am-God state, all the suffering and agony you go through
amounts to practically nothing. I am the Source of Infinite
Bliss. To draw you to me and to make you realize that you

are Bliss Itself, I come amidst you and suffer infinite agony.
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I am the Ancient One. When I say I am God it is not be-
cause I have thought about it and concluded that I am God
- I know it to be so. Many consider it blasphemy for one to
say he is God; but in truth it would be blasphemous for me
to say I am not God.

When you say, I am man, it is not a matter of possibly or
perhaps. There is no doubt in your mind. No corroboration
is needed and no contradiction could affect it. It is a matter
of supreme certainty to you. Suppose you could descend
to the level of animal consciousness while at the same time
retaining human consciousness, what you would convey
to the animal is, I am a man. I am a man and one day you
too shall become man. I have come down to your level of
consciousness while retaining Infinite Consciousness; and I
repeatedly tell you that I am God in order to help you know
that you too are God. I am God and everyone and every-
thing is nothing but God, and one dayeveryone and every-
thing too will become God consciously.

The greatest sin is hypocrisy. He is the greatest hypocrite,
who, himself being one, asks others not to be hypocritical.

I want you all to be honest. You should not pretend to be
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what you are not.

One of you has said, Baba, I am doing my duty honestly,
yet I am not happy. Who is to be blamed for this? Does
God take advantage of my weakness? I am happy with your
frankness, but you have yet to come to that honesty which
will show you that you cannot blame anyone for your con-
dition. Whatever you want to be, that you become. Howev-
er, if you want to blame anyone blame me, for everything
in the universe has come out of me and so I am the only
one who can be blamed. But you have no idea of my love
and compassion which sustains your very being. In love is
infinite compassion, and whatever happens is already tem-
pered by compassion. You cannot understand this unless
you go beyond the reach of mind.

If at all T did take advantage of your weakness it would
be only for your advantage. Weakness is but a degree of
strength. As Infinite Life I experience myself as everyone
and everything; I enjoy and suffer through you to make you
aware that you are Infinite.

Why should you not be happy? What need bind you to

unhappiness? Binding is self-created. It can be overcome if
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you really want to become free. You are your own obstacle
to freedom, and merely wishing for freedom is not enough.
It is not what you think or say that matters, but what you
sincerely feel within. If you want God, you must want God
alone. It is possible to get God if you want to experience
Truth. And what is the cost? Your own separate existence.
When you surrender all falseness you inherit the Truth that
you really are.

Truth is beyond the reach of mind. It is a matter of expe-
rience. Mind is very elusive and creates innumerable excus-
es in order to entrap you. It causes you to say, I cannot live
just for God. I have my duty towards my family, towards
society, the nation and the world. And so you are pulled
more into Illusion than towards Truth.

Truth is simple, but Illusion makes it infinitely intricate.
The person is rare who possesses an insatiable longing for
Truth; the rest allow Illusion to bind them ever more and
more. God alone is Real and all else that you see and feel is
nothing but a series of nothings.

I am Infinite Knowledge, Power and Bliss. I can make

anyone realize God if I choose to do so. You may ask, Why

138 | The Everything and The Nothing

2 )= vk vk ozt Ale 93, 04 Algke: Ysfof g
o} FA(Truth) S APeHd L3ioh, 218 d Ao 7Hssix
o} olw) I g7k FORIZE? Ioie w2l EAMd(separate exis-
tence)o] thrtoltk BE 391438 718w, 1o XAE I A}
210l 714 AF&EES. Ao|T)

e mhge) 4o Yol gl 714l ARsliof k= 3ol
PHE-E ob wHsted, TS AR] o8 et Blee o
Eofditt IR stolw Q2A] ARk QeiAE A 5 fioka
SHAl 3= Zlo] vk Tdje] nholth UARE Ue] 7HS, el A1,
ue] vt vl AAIE $1gk o7t dekar ek Ao wheolk
of7]c}. JElste] I RAlRrE S 8l o Fevhs Ao

>,
o
o
5
n
O
N
_{
B(il
n)
B
)
QL
kil
fiu
al
oo
&
i)
fo
g
2
=

© 3
T

o] 5t AAITE 1 Lo It B w7lE BE AL F(noth-
ing)2] <ol Bajsict

U= Rk Ao, gkt 99, kgl 2| Eolo) vk Wt
32 P, ek 24 218 A & 4 dok e
e "ol AE ARA SFA Bk shal Bold < Qlvk 19
U off TIdjodof szl 1ol Hell kol Abgrelu e Au=

Fet & | 139



not make me realize God now? But why should it be you?
Why not the person next to you or the man in the street,
or that bird on the tree, or that stone — who are all one in
different forms? The more you love me the sooner you will
discard the falsehood you have chosen to hide under that
hoodwinks you into believing you are what you are not. I
am in all and love all equally. Your love for me will wear
through your falseness and make you realize the Self that
you truly are.

Mere intellectual understanding does not bring God
nearer to you. It is love, not questioning, that will bring
God to you. Questioning nourishes pride and separateness.
So do not ask questions, but strive to become a ‘slave’ of the
Perfect Master.

When your life presents an honest and sincere picture of
your mind and heart just an embrace from a Perfect Master
is enough to quicken the spirit. When I the Ancient One
embrace you I awaken something within you which gradu-
ally grows. It is the seed of Love that I have sown. There is a
long period and great distance between the breaking open

of the seed and its flowering and fruiting. Actually the Goal

140 | The Everything and The Nothing

AR W 919 Afu Al &8 o7 158 BF 2o shupt
Z17] tHe FElE vt A oltt I UE ARe g,
o ZItE Stofa AR4lo] opd F3RIZFE ALl o® Wes &
gk AAlEA (falsehood) & A4 WElA| 2 Zeld: - = ZIdi7d
AAFE7} 1 FHoll Fold7|= 2785 ARe] 7has Ax e
gl §IA Ak s 2579 <tel] lom, RS F5oH ARE
oh U= 917k o] AR 1o ABlkE Bot floflas, =
ISl FhHSelf)E Al & Zeolek

] 2291 oljnto 2= A8 7ko] @ A & 4= Qitk AL 1
tell Al B Q3= AL TIThe] AbgolA], TITe] ool opdtt: o4
& ZpakAl(pride) ¥} 7WE A (separateness)?HS- Hof A€t Ty
2SR jlel], $hgh Ao e 7} Ele ol Eete)

ZIeRe) Gto] Tl mhst 7hze] AAfskar xR Bgs T
HFo)1% ), $hagh A5 g jie] 2gRto g w e 77l
AEsP el FE3it) 2dle] To)(Ancient One)?l W7+ IS
QEE o, v= I bl AlEsiA Ak FA7HE Akl 1
& W7H AR ARge] Alstelet. 1 ASte] holslal, S
S 7|7z ob @il Alto] A-ink Teut AR 1 Bl
AU 7Pkl glom, Ay ARME flt) deole BE Ao
A, o710l ek TdE A Qs TR A}lo] Hojof & i
oft}. F-3kgk FAR1 Alo] vl I ApAlelr):

-

f

XN e

N

i)
i
e

Fet & | 141



is neither far nor near and there is no distance to cross nor
time to count. In Eternity all is here and now. You have sim-
ply to become that which you are. You are God, the Infinite

Existence.
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30

Awake Dream State to Real Awake State

The First Song of the Infinite is the beginning of Creation.
It brings about the apparent descent of the Infinite into the
domain of multiple duality. Duality implies unending suf-
ferings.

I am eternally happy for I know that I am the Infinite
One. I alone exist; there is nothing besides me; all else is
Mlusion. Simultaneously, I suffer eternally.

I, as myself, am free. But in you, as you, I get myself
bound. I knowingly suffer through you, to make you free
from bindings. This is my crucifixion. Your experience of
suffering is because of sheer ignorance; and your ignorance
is my suffering.

You are sitting here before me, each one asserting his
separate existence from the other. You come from different
levels of society. You possess varied physical and mental

aptitudes and abilities. Through the ego-mind you have
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become individualized, and the One Indivisible Soul is in-
finitely divided. But the Soul never becomes divided, it ever
remains One and the Same.

You are really the Infinite Soul but you identify yourself
with a finite mind and so have to suffer. You have your
moments of happiness and sorrow. Whether your pains
outweigh your pleasures or your pleasures outweigh your
pains, you worry all day about something or the other un-
til your finite existence retreats at night into sound sleep.
There you unconsciously merge into the Infinite.

In Sound sleep you completely forget yourself and your
surroundings, your thoughts and emotions around which
are ranged your ideas of imagined happiness and sufferings.
But this respite is short-lived.

From the sound-sleep state you come down to the nor-
mal awake state, and as you come you have necessarily to
pass through a dream state even though it be for only the
fraction of a second.

Now, at one time you have a very happy and sweet dream
in which your ideal of happiness is fulfilled. But being a

dream it lasts only a little while, and waking pains you so
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much that you sigh, What a pity it was only a dream!

At some other time you have a horrible dream in which
you experience great suffering. Time seems an eternity. As
you wake you feel such relief that you say, Thank God it was
only a dream after all.

In the dream state you enjoy and suffer. When you wake
you realize that your enjoyment and suffering was nothing
but a dream—an illusion. But know that your present state
of consciousness which you call being awake, when com-
pared to the Real Awake State, is nothing but a dream state.
Your life is a dream within the mighty Dream of God which
is the Universe.

From your present awake dream state you have to go
through many sleeps of deaths before you get established in
the Real Awake State. After ordinary sleep you awake in the
same surroundings; after death you arise in a new environ-
ment. But this does not bring the end of your suffering, for
the Thread of Action (Karma) continues unbroken and un-
failingly keeps on determining your life. The humour of it
is new settings create new worries. The grip of illusion is so

tight and deceitful that you cannot help worrying. So your
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life in your awake dream state becomes an endless chain of
suffering.

You, as gross body, are born again and again till you real-
ize your Real Self. You, as mind, are born only once and die
only once; in this sense you do not reincarnate. The gross
body keeps changing, but mind (mental body) remains the
same throughout. All impressions (sanskaras) are stored in
the mind. The impressions are either to be spent or coun-
teracted through fresh karma in successive incarnations.
Buddha’s wheel denotes the cycle of births and deaths.
The wheel goes on in its ceaseless round. It lifts you to the
heights; it brings you down to the depths.

To show you how karma persists as a connecting link and
a life-determining factor of future lives I give you an ex-
ample. There is a king who has vast possessions. But he is a
worthless king. He spends all his energy and money in self-
ish pursuits and luxuries and has no care for his subjects.
In his next birth he is born blind and becomes a beggar and
thus compensates for his wrong doings.

Now this king has a servant who is honest and faithful

and hard- working. In his next birth because of his merits
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he is born into a cultured and well-to-do family. One day,
when he is going along the street he hears a pitiable cry
from the pavement. It is from the blind beggar who was
the king in his previous life crying aloud with outstretched
hands, Have pity. Give me a penny in the name of the Lord.

And because all actions however trivial, are inwardly
determined by the Sanskaric ties, creating claims and coun-
terclaims, the rich man is unconsciously drawn towards the
beggar and gives him a few copper coins. A king crying out
for alms and a servant taking pity on him—what a comedy,
what an irony of fate! This is the working of the law of kar-
ma, the expression of justice in the world of values. The law
of karma is impartial and inexorable.

It knows no concessions, gives no preferences, makes no
exceptions. It dispenses justice.

By the divine law you are shielded from remembrance of
past lives, for it would not help you in living your present
life but would make it infinitely more complicated and con-
fusing.

For me ‘past’ does not exist. I live in the Eternal Present.

I clearly see your former lives, with all your intimate and
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intricate relationships with so many individuals. Your var-
ious reactions to others seen in the context of your mutual
connections in previous lives serves as a mighty joke to me
and helps to ease my burden of suffering.

Now, I give you another example. It is not an uncommon
happening. A Moslem after death is buried in a graveyard.
After a few incarnations he is born again in a Moslem fam-
ily in the same town. It is customary among Moslems to
offer prayers for the dead when they visit graves, to pray to
God Almighty to save the departed ones. And so it happens
that this person stands before his own grave and solemnly
prays, ‘May god save his soul”” What an absurdity! How pa-
thetic!

The wheel of births and deaths ceaselessly turns. You
are born as a male, as a female; rich, poor; brilliant, dull;
healthy, weak; black, white; of different nationalities and
of different creeds, in accordance with your inherent and
imperative need to have that richness of experience which
helps transcend all forms of duality. Side by side with the
experience, the paying and receiving of payment of karmic

debts go on ad infinitum. How can you clear the account?
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The Avatar, or the Sadguru, having universal Mind, literally
embodies universal life. It is through Him that you become
free from this business of karma.

The life of everything and everyone is an open book to
me. It is like a film show that I enjoy at my own cost. I am
the sole Producer of this ever-changing and never-ending
film called the universe, wherein I become you in your
awake dream state in order to awaken you to the Real
Awake State. When you experience this state you will re-
alize the nothingness of what was your awake dream state
which you experience now. This needs my Grace. When my

Grace descends it makes you Me.

156 | The Everything and The Nothing




31

I Am Infinite Consciousness

Believe that I am the Ancient One. Do not doubt that for
a moment. There is no possibility of my being anyone else.
I am not this body that you see. It is only a coat I put on
when I visit you. I am Infinite Consciousness. I sit with you,
play and laugh with you; but simultaneously I am working
on all planes of existence.

Before me are saints and perfect saints and masters of
the earlier stages of the spiritual path. They are all different
forms of me. I am the Root of every one and every thing.
An infinite number of branches spread out from me. I work
through, and suffer in and for, each one of you.

My bliss and my infinite sense of humour sustain me in
my suffering. The amusing incidents that arise at the ex-
pense of none lighten my burden.

Think of me; remain cheerful in all your trials and I am

with you helping you.
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32
I Am the Song

My unique experience of the Beyond State is so unique
that I simultaneously experience being everything and be-
yond everything. I am the song, its words and its melody,
and I am the singer. I am the musical instruments and the
players and the listeners. And on your level I explain to you

the meaning of what I, the singer, sing.
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Infinite Knowledge

There cannot be anything hidden from the One who is
everywhere present, for He is everywhere. And it naturally
follows that when there cannot be anything hidden from
this One He must also be All-Knowing, knowing every-
thing.

The infinite-Knowing is ‘seeing’ everything at one and the
same time, and seeing it NOW. It is that Knowledge which
does not begin and does not end; which is indivisible and
continuous, and to which nothing can be added and from
which nothing can be subtracted.

It is that Knowledge which makes God at this moment
know that which He knew when it occurred countless ae-
ons ago, and makes Him know that which will occur count-
less aeons hence; that Knowledge which makes everything
known to God simultaneously and NOW. It is the Knowl-
edge of the Perfect Masters and the Avatar.
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In terms simpler to you it means that which you as indi-
viduals know at this moment I knew aeons ago, and what
you individuals in ages to come will be knowing at a partic-

ular moment, I know now.
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Universal Body

God’s Imagination begets Universal Mind, Universal En-
ergy and Universal Body in which are contained the indi-
vidual minds, individual energies and individual bodies of
every thing and being in Creation.

Universal Mind, Universal Energy and Universal body
are because of the existence of God’s Imagination which
exists as Non-existence within the Infinite Eternal and
All-pervading EXISTENCE (God).

Individual minds, individual energies and individual
bodies have no existence in themselves, but exist only as
effects in existing Non-existence.

In my universal Body are contained all the gross bodies
of all the innumerable beings and things in Creation. Indi-
vidual subtle bodies (energies) and mental bodies (minds)
are part of my Universal Energy and Universal Mind. In

both Universal Energy and Universal Mind there are no di-
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visions.

Distance between a drop here and a drop there in the
ocean makes no difference to each drop’s relation to the
ocean. Any drop within the ocean is within the entirety and
homogeneity of the ocean.

There are no divisions in Paramatma; only the One Indi-

visible Ocean of Reality exists as Eternal Existence.
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35
To Know Everything in a Flash

How do I know everything? The nature of the infinitely
complicated phenomenon—the Universe—is infinitely sim-
ple. But to know and understand this is infinitely difficult.
When you know what Universal Mind, Universal Energy
and Universal Body are and what their relation is to indi-
vidual mind, individual energy and individual body you
will understand how the Perfect Master knows everything.

This all-comprehensive Knowledge is obtained in a flash.
But to know everything in a flash takes an eternity in the
illusion of time while you gradually die to your self. This
dying to your self means completely losing yourself to God
to find your Self as God.

This dying to your false self is no easy task; raising a

corpse to life is child’s play compared to it.
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Knowing and Not Knowing

Being the highest and the lowest I manifest Knowledge
and assume ignorance at the same time.

Even though I know a certain thing will happen within
a month, I may chalk out plans as if it was not to occur for
years. Again, knowing that an event will not take place for
years, I appear to expect it to happen shortly.

In Dnyan(Knowledge) there is Adnyan (Non-knowledge
or Ignorance). But in Adnyan there cannot be Dnyan. Hav-
ing all knowledge on the highest level, I can assume full
ignorance on your level. In fact I am Infinite Knowledge,
and as such I know what is to happen even after hundreds
of years, yet I profess ignorance while I am on your level.

Even on the gross plane and in ordinary circumstances
knowledge and ignorance can be manifested simultaneous-
ly. For instance, you say: I do not know how to swim. This

implies that you know that you do not know how to swim.
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Were you not to know you do not know, you could not have

had this understanding. This is ‘knowledge of ignorance’

In the same way, I who am Knowledge itself manifest ig-

norance of knowledge. Knowing all, I seem not to know at

one and the same time.
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37
Will and Worry

Duality implies separateness. Separateness causes fear.
Fear makes worry.

The way of Oneness is the way to happiness; the way of
manyness is the way to worry.

I am the one who has no second so I am eternally happy.
You are separate from your Self, so you always worry.

To you, what you see is absolutely real; to me it is abso-
lutely false.

I alone am Real and my will governs the cosmic illusion.
It is the truth when I say that the waves do not roll and the
leaves do not move without my will.

The moment the intensity of your faith in my will reaches
its height you say goodbye to worry forever. Then, all that
you suffered and enjoyed in the past, together with all that
you may experience in the future,will be to you the most

loving and spontaneous expression of my will; and nothing
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will ever be able to cause you worry again.

Live more and more in the Present which is ever beauti-
ful and stretches away beyond the limits of the past and the
future.

If at all you must worry, let it be how to remember me
constantly. This is worthwhile worry because it will bring
about the end of worry.

Think of me more and more, and all your worries will

disappear into the nothing they really are. My will works

out to awaken you to this.
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38
The Jest on my Chest

As the Highest of the High I am the Wisest of the Wise,
yet I have allowed myself to perform an act more foolish
than any fool ever would. What is this foolish act of mine?
Creating the CREATION.

Creation is really a mighty joke, but the laugh is at my
own expense—and now the jest is proving a burden on my
chest. Sometimes I am so tired I feel like going to sleep for
700 years.

To the fool a foolish act is most natural and effortless.
But can you imagine the Most Wise exerting himself and
stretching out to perform an act which is opposite to his
attribute of Wisdom! That is why I say you can have no idea
of what I mean when I say I am tired—it is beyond human

understanding.
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Knowledge Purposes Meaning Suffering

Knowledge
The Sadguru has not to know, He knows. He knows that

there is nothing to know.

Purposes

There are some who exist to hate others, be jealous of
others and make others unhappy; and there are some who
exist to love others and make others happy. One who has
become One with God, exists for all, both good and bad.
And to become One with God, one has not to renounce

anything but one’s own self.

Meaning
Understanding has no meaning. Love has meaning. Obe-
dience has more meaning. Holding my ‘daman™ has most

meaning.
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Suffering ni=

I know three things: Uz Al 71 ARE <tk

[ am the Avatar in every sense of the word. U= opalEN Avatra)Th; oPalEf el o7k A d BE o]nolA,
Whatever I do is the expression of my unbounded love. W7 S HE, L 9 U] TRk ARe] ®3loltt:

I suffer infinite agony eternally through your ignorance. U= IE9] 7415 Fo 98] F3ke a5 AT

*daman”: dress. *CH2F (daman) : HHEHR| X|0F &
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Maya the Showman

Maya the Master-Illusionist who produces seemingly ex-
istent worlds out of Nothing, will perform its master trick
of making everything including my health, energy, words
and promises apparently go against me; and my lovers’ faith
and trust in me will be tested to their full extent. But Maya
is powerless to go against my Work—for Maya itself is the
means by which I bring about the results of my Work.

Being the instrument for the fulfillment of my Work,
Maya, in fact, actually does its utmost to bring about the
utmost results of this Work. Maya is the infinite shadow
of God’s infinity, and so, having no existence except in
non-existence, must naturally give way to the one and only
Reality which is God. And then God manifests in His Glo-
ry.

When the sun appears over the horizon the shadow

projected by an object is much bigger than the object, but
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when the sun is directly overhead the shadow is under the
feet as it were of the object. In my present phase of helpless-
ness and humiliation, the Sun of Truth’s rays appear faint
and feeble and the Shadow of Maya large. But when that
Sun will be at its zenith the Shadow that was cast ahead of
Man, and which dominated his vision and thought will dis-
appear. This will be the victory over Maya when ignorance
will be effaced in the glory of God’s manifestation through
me.

Keep your faces turned towards the Sun and your shadow
of individualized Maya will lie behind you and, though still
existent, will have no power over you. But if you turn your
backs to the Sun your shadows will be before you and you
will be following them. Although of yourselves you cannot
get rid of your shadows, if you turn your backs on them
and keep facing the Sun, at the time of his full ascendance

and glory your shadows will disappear forever.
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At the Junction of Reality and Illusion

The time I have been hinting at has come. The universal
work weighs tremendously on me. Maya, the principle of
ignorance, in full power tries to oppose my Work. So, par-
ticularly those who live near me must be very watchful.
Knowing my love for you, Maya awaits an opportunity to
use your weaknesses. The moment you neglect my instruc-
tions, Maya’s purpose is served. I have to put up a fight
with Maya—not to destroy it, but to make you aware of its
nothingness. The moment you fail to obey me implicitly it
tightens its grip over you and you fail to carry out the duties
given. This adds to my suffering.

In God there is no such thing as confusion—God is
infinite Bliss and Honesty. In Illusion there is confusion,
misery and chaos. As the eternal Redeemer of humanity, I
am at the junction of Reality and Illusion,simultaneously

experiencing the infinite bliss of Reality and the suffering of
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Mlusion.

With Reality on the one hand and Illusion on the other, I
constantly experience as it were, a pull on either side. This
is my crucifixion. When you fall a prey to the persuasions
of Maya, the pull of Illusion is intensified and I have to ex-
ert myself to withstand it and remain stationed at the junc-
tion. I do not ever let go my hold on Reality. If the pull of
Illusion becomes too great my arm may be pulled out of its

socket, but I will remain where I am.
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A Nod of My Head W 7wk 18y
The word ‘qutub’ literally means ‘pivot’ or ‘axis. Thus the FE(quuubjolgt T #2} JUj2 FAA e FAEE 555
Qutub (Perfect Master) is the Axis around which every- o} welA] FLE@EE A58 A0 RE Ho| 3Hsk= 1
thing in Creation revolves; and He being the CENTRE of ZAZo|t) FEL RE A9] FA(CENTRE)O]7] W&o, RE 7
everything, everything on every plane is equidistant from 20 RE ZAS3} SA] 9ok
Him. sl AAERA E 7] the X0l 1A% 1 & 4
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consciousness stationed on different planes, is limited in
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expression and result. As the Centre, each movement of
mine is unlimited in its action and reaction, expression and
result.

For instance, a nod of your head in reply to different

questions can indicate different actions and moods such

Z17ve) 118918 3k 3} 71A] kS AS <= SA| gk
as I am happy, I am miserable, I have eaten, I have rested, el 1t A 22 7 7 S T e sk
= 5 T8 p = oxlo] A
etc. But each nod expresses and conveys only one thing at = 20 S Ul 7k el o, RS 2 o)
A5l FAl A et 283} whakg-S B doirk

a time. Whereas, as the Centre, one nod-of-my-head gives
rise to a wave of innumerable actions and reactions simul-

taneously on all planes of consciousness.
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Toys in the Divine Game

The Infinite alone exists and is Real; the finite is passing
and false.

The Original Whim in the Beyond caused the apparent
descent of the Infinite into the realm of the seeming finite.
This is the Divine Mystery and Divine Game in which
Infinite Consciousness for ever plays on all levels of finite
consciousness.

I am Infinite Consciousness, inter-penetrating and tran-
scending all states of limited consciousness. The most pri-
mal and the most final categories of consciousness—say a
stone or a saint — are equidistant from me, so I am equally
approachable by all. I am the Way.

Unwavering loyalty to the Way is the real remedy for the
sickness of impressioned consciousness. Some of my lovers,
owing to fluctuating faith, fail to understand this and run
hither and thither for Freedom. For me it then becomes a

matter of retrieving them, and others wonder why I give so
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much attention to these people.

Unwavering loyalty to the Way is the real remedy for the
sickness of impressioned consciousness. Some of my lovers,
owing to fluctuating faith, fail to understand this and run
hither and thither for Freedom. For me it then becomes a
matter of retrieving them, and others wonder why I give so
much attention to these people.

A child has many toys, and it likes to play with some
more than with others, and one is so dear that he won't part
with it even when he goes to bed. If someone snatches away
a favourite toy he must get it back, and if one gets broken
he demands that it be mended; he will not be consoled with
another even more costly one.

It is the same with me. I am a child whose playground
is the universe. All beings and things are my toys in my
divine Game— compared with my being and power all are
inanimate toys—but they are toys which I inspire with my
life-giving love.

All are equally me and I reside in each always, but some
are dearer to me, and if one of these is taken from me I
must get him back. And others have no right to wonder

why I show so much concern for this one.
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44
God Alone Is

Infinite consciousness is infinite. It can never lessen at any
point in time or space. Infinite consciousness being infinite
includes every aspect of consciousness. Unconsciousness
is one of the aspects of infinite consciousness. Thus infinite
consciousness includes unconsciousness. It sustains, covers,
pierces through and provides an end to unconsciousness—
which flows from, and is consumed by, infinite conscious-
ness.

I assert unequivocally that I am infinite consciousness;
and I can make this assertion because I am infinite con-
sciousness. I am everything and I am beyond everything.

I am ever conscious that I am you, while you are never
conscious that I am in you. Daily I support you and share
your consciousness. Now I want you to uphold me, so that
one day you can share my consciousness.

For man, unconscious of actually possessing the nev-
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er-ending continuously conscious experience that God is
everything and all else is nothing, everything is everything.
Air is. Water is. Fire is. Earth is. Light is. Darkness is. Stone
is. Iron is. Vegetation is. Insect is. Fish is. Bird is. Beast is.
Man is. Good is. Bad is. Pain is. Pleasure is. There is no end
to what is—until he arrives at nothing is and instantaneous-
ly he realizes God is.

It is not easy for man to accept and keep on accepting
under all circumstances that God is. Even after his firm
acceptance that God is, it is supremely difficult, though not
impossible, for him to realize what he has firmly accepted.
And realization means that instead of being fully conscious
that he is man, he becomes fully conscious that he is God,
was God, has always been God and will ever remain God.

Knowingly or unknowingly man is ever seeking the Goal,
which is to realize his true Self. The very nearest and inner-
most to man is his Soul, but the humour of it is he feels far,
far away from It. There appears to be no end to his journeys
towards the Goal through the numberless highways and by-
ways of life and death, although in fact there is no distance

at all to cover. Having achieved full consciousness as man,
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he has already arrived at his destination, for he now pos-
sesses the capacity to become fully conscious of his Soul.
Still he is unable to realize this divine destiny because his
consciousness remains completely focussed in his inverted,
limited, finite self—the Mind—which, ironically has been
the means of achieving consciousness.

Before he can know Who he is, man has to unlearn the
mass of illusory knowledge he has burdened himself with
on the interminable journey from unconsciousness to con-
sciousness. It is only through love that you can begin to
unlearn, and, eventually, put an end to all that you do not
know. God-love penetrates all illusion, while no amount of
illusion can dim God-love. Start by learning to love God
by beginning to love those whom you cannot. You will find
that in serving others you are serving yourself. The more
you remember others with kindness and generosity, the less
you remember yourself; and when you completely forget
yourself, you find me as the Source of all Love.

Give up all forms of parrotry. Start practising whatever
you truly feel to be true and justly to be just. Do not make

a show of your faiths and beliefs. You have not to give up
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your religion, but to give up clinging to the husk of mere
ritual and ceremony. To get to the fundamental core of
Truth underlying all religions, reach beyond religion.

Through endless time God’s greatest gift is continuously
given in silence. But when mankind becomes completely
deaf to the thunder of His Silence God incarnates as Man.
The Unlimited assumes limitation to shake Maya-drugged
humanity to a consciousness of its true destiny. He uses a
physical body for His universal work, to discard it in final
sacrifice as soon as it has served its purpose.

God has come again and again in various Forms, has
spoken again and again in different words and different lan-
guages the Same One Truth—but how many are there that
live up to it? Instead of making Truth the vital breath of his
life, man compromises by making over and over againa me-
chanical religion of it—a handy staff to lean on in times of
adversity, a soothing balm for his conscience or a tradition
to be followed. Man’s inability to live God’s words, makes
a mockery of them. How many Christians follow Christ’s
teaching to ‘turn the other cheek’ or to ‘love thy neighbor as

thyself’? How many Muslims follow Mohammed’s precept
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to ‘hold God above everything else’? How many Hindus
‘bear the torch of righteousness at all cost’? How many
Buddhists live the ‘life of pure compassion’ expounded by
Buddha? How many Zoroastrians ‘think truly, speak truly,
act truly’? God’s Truth cannot be ignored. Because men do
ignore It a tremendous adverse reaction is produced, and
the world finds itself in a cauldron of suffering through
hate, conflicting ideologies and war, and nature’s rebellion
in the form of floods, famines, earthquakes and other di-
sasters. Ultimately, when the tide of suffering is at its flood,
God manifests anew in human form to guide mankind to
the destruction of its self-created evil, and re-establish it in
the Way of Truth.

My Silence and the imminent breaking of my Silence is
to save mankind from the monumental forces of ignorance,
and to fulfil the divine Plan of universal unity. The breaking
of my Silence will reveal to man the universal Oneness of
God, which will bring about the universal brotherhood of
man. My Silence had to be. The breaking of my Silence has

to be—soon.
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Upheaval

When an atom is ‘split’ an infinite amount of energy is re-
leased Similarly, when my Silence is broken and I utter the
WORD infinite wisdom will be released.

When an atom bomb strikes the earth it causes vast dev-
astation. Similarly, when the Word I utter strikes the uni-
verse there will be a great material destruction; but there

will also take place a tremendous spiritual upheaval.
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The Remembered and Forgotten One

I was Rama, I was Krishna, I was this One, I was that
One, and now I am Meher Baba. In this form of flesh and
blood I am that same Ancient One who alone is eternally
worshipped and ignored, ever remembered and forgotten.

I am that Ancient One whose past is worshipped and
remembered, whose present is ignored and forgotten and
whose future (Advent) is anticipated with great fervour and

longing.

214 | The Everything and The Nothing

U= g Rama)Py, FE)9rtHKrishna)3.om, T1o)7)1% 8kl
Ael7]x g7t o)Al ws] uhulrt E|QiT) o] S-410] FelE ¢

© E2 GUs| FlEEME FAE L, Gds] 7]1ERA e

o

P

A=, vlE 1 7i9] T10](Ancient One)th

U= o] TIeolvk T8 A7 sl AL 71 EE, T1e] @At
FAIE AL SlE A, 18] P (A Advent)7t P SR Ede
2 S o7 R Yk

Fet& | 215



47

The Question and its Answer

There is only one question. And once you know the an-
swer to that question there are no more to ask. That one
question is the Original Question. And to that Original
Question there is only one Final Answer. But between that
Question and its Answer there are innumerable false an-
swers.

Out of the depths of unbroken Infinity arose the Ques-
tion, Who am I? and to that Question there is only one An-
swer—I am God!

God is Infinite; and His shadow, too, is infinite. Reality is
Infinite in its Oneness; Illusion is infinite in its manyness.
The one Question arising from the Oneness of the Infinite
wanders through an infinite maze of answers which are dis-
torted echoes of Itself resounding from the hollow forms of
infinite nothingness.

There is only one Original Question and one Original
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Answer to it. Between the Original Question and the Orig-
inal Answer there are innumerable false answers. These
false answers—such as, [ am stone, I am bird, I am animal, I
am man, I am woman, I am great, I am small—are, in turn
received, tested and discarded until the Question arrives at

the right and Final Answer, I AM GOD.
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Percentages

Anna-bhumika = God 100%: Divinity 1%=

Inclination towards the Self.

Prana-bhumika = God 100%: Divinity 25%=

Inspiration about the Self.

Mana-bhumika = God 100%: Divinity 50%=

[lumination through the Self.

Vidnaya-bhumika = God 100%: Divinity 100%=
Realization of the SELF.
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Infinite Atmas in Paramatma

O SHARIRA O GROSS
SUBTLE
PRANA

MANA O MENTAL

PARAMATMA

ololeloIOIO

From A to F are all Atmas in Paramatma.

O

A is the Atma that is not conscious of Sharira, Prana and
Mana, nor of itself (ATMA), and has not the experience of
Gross, Subtle and Mental worlds, nor of Paramatma.

B is the Atma that is conscious of Sharira, but not con-

scious of Prana and Mana, nor of Atma. Has experience of

222 | The Everything and The Nothing

49
sfefoter} ole] #35k okerhs

el

R

Mo
Il

o O
=3t Q 713 MIA

O

Yol
>
bl

PNE=DEY

0.
r
!

ot 2t of £ of

OO ()

ARE| PR 25 setohent ool gl obergelt

A= Aplek meht, g 91298 R5pk AP lalekenh
= ojAal) Fah oheritk A 24 A7k 714 A7, B4
A AR st stetolenks sk 2,

BE ARlehs S)ajsiAe, mehet vh, ofenks ojak 2
Sh oherlth B 244 AVl AW, 714 Al7s} B4



the Gross world, but has no experienceof Subtle and Mental
worlds, nor of Paramatma.

C is the Atma that is conscious of Prana, but not con-
scious of Sharira and Mana, nor of Atma. Has experience of
the Subtle world, but has no experience of Gross and Men-
tal worlds, nor of Paramatma.

D is the Atma that is conscious of Mana, but not con-
scious of Sharira and Prana, nor of Atma. Has experience
of the Mental world, but has no experience of Gross and
Subtle worlds, nor of Paramatma.

E is the Atma that is not conscious either of Sharira, Pra-
na, or Mana, but is conscious of Atma. Does not experience
Gross, Subtle and Mental worlds, but experiences Paramat-
ma.

F is the Atma that is conscious of Sharira, Prana and
Mana, and also conscious of Atma. Experiences Gross, Sub-
tle and Mental worlds, and also Paramatma.

A, B, C, D are in Paramatma, but are not conscious of
Atma (SELF), and have not the experience of Paramatma.

E and F are likewise in Paramatma, but are conscious of

Atma and experience Paramatma.
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The E state of Atma is the Goal of Atmas.

So the sum and substance is: A (unconscious of Sharira,
Prana and Mana), in order to attain the state of E (also un-
conscious of Sharira, Prana and Mana) has necessarily to
pass through the states of B, C and D (conscious of Sharira,
Prana and Mana).

All Atmas are in Paramatma. Paramatma is Infinite.

In the Infinite Paramatma are infinite Atmas. Therefore:

A is eternally infinite.

B is innumerable and comprises the gross manifestation,
from a speck of dust to human beings, inclusive.

C comprises a limited number of subtle-conscious Atmas.

D comprises a few - the mental-conscious Atmas.

E comprises fewer still — the God-realized Atmas.

F comprises the Five Qutubs, and Jeevanmuktas and

Paramhansas.
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50
The One and the Zero

0O00O0OO0O0OOOO

ILLUSION

God is generally spoken of as being One. We use the term
One as being opposite to the Many. One we name REALI-
TY or GOD; Many we name ILLUSION or CREATION.

However, strictly speaking, no number, not even one, can
depict ONE who is indivisibly One without a second. Even

to call the ONE ‘One’ is incorrect. We do not speak of the
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Ocean as One. It just is Ocean. The ONE simply IS.

The ONE is one complete whole and simultaneously a se-
ries of ones within the ONE. Illusion is a ZERO and simul-
taneously a series of zeros within the ZERO. These zeros
have no value, except a false value according to their posi-
tion in relation to the ONE. In actual fact the zeros have no
existence — their existence is mere appearance in Illusion,

the big ZERO.
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The One Original Real Nothing
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*Temporary Nothings

The Original Real EVERYTHING is Infinite and Eternal.
Being everything it accommodates within itself the Origi-
nal Real NOTHING. NOTHING is the shadow of EVERY-
THING.

The Substance (EVERYTHING) being Infinite and Eter-
nal, its shadow must also be infinite and eternal. At times

the shadow appears to be small and at times to stretch into
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huge shapes. But even when it seems to have disappeared, it
is still within the Substance latently.

Out of the NOTHING contained within the EVERY-
THING is projected infinite and eternal Nothingness—the
Creation, or False Everything.

The Original Real EVERYTHING is One, Infinite and
Eternal. The Original Real NOTHING, being in the Real
EVERYTHING is also one, infinite and eternal. But the
False Everything that is projected from the Real NOTHING
comprising innumerable nothings or all things in Creation,
is innately and unendingly dual.

Within these nothings are innumerable temporary noth-
ings such as, What is the matter with you? Nothing. What
did you eat? Nothing. What is in your hand? Nothing. What
do you see? Nothing. And so there is no end to the action
and reaction of the experience of Nothingness by the innu-
merable nothings of False Everything which are projected
from the One Original Real NOTHING which is infinite.

The Original Real EVERYTHING is Infinite and Eternal;
in it is the Original Real NOTHING. Innumerable noth-
ings manifest out of the One Original Real NOTHING.
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And from these nothings is a continuous flow of temporary
nothings. And so there are nothings and the no-things of
nothing within the One Original Real NOTHING. When
you compare these nothings with the One Original Real
NOTHING they are indeed nothing.

NOTHING is in EVERYTHING; EVERYTHING would
not be a complete whole without NOTHING.

The NOTHING that is in EVERYTHING gives birth to
nothing that seems everything. Because NOTHING is, ev-
erything seems to be.

All activity everywhere in creation is but a play of every-
thing and nothing. When there is a complete cessation of
this activity the NOTHING prevails. When this NOTHING
is attained you have EVERYTHING. Relatively, therefore,
the NOTHING is EVERYTHING, whereas that which we

call everything is nothing.
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The Procession of Creation

God is Infinite and Eternal. And His Imagination is
also Infinite and Eternal. God’s Imagination is unending,
and the Creation which is the product of His Imagination
goes on endlessly expanding. How can man imagine this
Imagination with his finite imagining? His highest flights
of imagination (intellect) can never bring him the faintest
idea of God’s Imagination. And God’s Reality is beyond this
again. When you cannot imagine even the Imagination of
God, how infinitely more impossible it is to fathom His Re-
ality.

In what is called space numberless universes are contin-
uously created, sustained and destroyed. This procession of
creation continues so long as God goes on imagining. And
when God’s Imagination is suspended, as it is at moments
in Eternity when God withdraws Himself into His Sound

Sleep State (just as a man’s imagination ceases when he is in
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deep sleep), the Creation is withdrawn and dissolved (Ma- 2 ok WA A9 AR AAIE dofubs o] oyt viE

hapralaya). o] §-5= FAI(Ignorance) ©|2oll=, 7L oW 7|REE 2kl 9iA] &
Creation, Preservation and Dissolution are based on o}

Ignorance. In fact there is no such thing as creation, so FARE Wtk o] -7 Ao, B, 5, 55 ¥ 5

preservation and dissolution never actually occur. The very o] AAjgtiar,

cosmos has no foundation save that of Ignorance. FAALE Qi o] 957} o, Alnte] Z= AARt= Zs.

Ignorance believes: The cosmos is a reality; birth, death,
old age, wealth, honour, are real.
Knowledge knows: The cosmos is a dream. God alone is

Real.
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The Dream of Materialism

The condition of the world, the strife and uncertainty
that is everywhere, the general dissatisfaction with and
rebellion against any and every situation shows that the
ideal of material perfection is an empty dream and proves
the existence of an eternal Reality beyond materiality; for
if this Reality did not exist, the increased material well-be-
ing of millions of people which science has brought about
would have produced contentment and satisfaction, and
the tremendous imagination science has projected into
the general consciousness would have let loose happiness.
Man thinks that there was never so much achievement and
promise of greater achievement as now; but the fact is there
was never such wide-spread distrust and dissatisfaction and
misery. The promises of science have been proved empty,
and its vision false.

Reality alone is real; the only true thing that can be said
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is, Reality exists and all that is not the Real has no existence
except as illusion. In their heart of hearts people know
this and, although for a time, they get beguiled by the false
promises of illusion and think of them as real, nothing else
than the Real can satisfy them, and they become fed up
with the misery that the almost limitless play of false imag-
ination gradually brings about. This is the condition of the
general people now. Even I am fed up and miserable. Why
should I be so, when I am free? Because as the Buddha
said, T am eternally free and eternally bound’ I am bound
because of people’s bondage, and fed up and miserable be-
cause of their fed-upness and misery.

The greatest scientists themselves are becoming dismayed
at the areas of knowledge still beyond them and appalled at
what their discoveries may unleash. It will not be long now
before they admit the existence of this eternal Reality which
men call God, and which is unapproachable through the
intellect.

The ordinary man, although he is completely fed up with
being cheated of the prize that materialism promises and

appears to deny the existence of God and to have lost faith
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in everything but the immediate advantage, never really
loses his inborn belief in God and faith in the Reality which
is beyond the illusion of the moment. His apparent doubt
and loss of faith is because of a desperation of mind only, it
does not touch his heart.

Look at Peter. He denied Christ. Desperation made his
mind deny, but in his heart he knew that Christ was what
He was. The ordinary man never loses faith. He is as one
who climbs up a mountain a certain distance and, experi-
encing cold and difficulty of breathing, returns to the foot
of the mountain. But the scientific mind goes on up the
mountain until its heart freezes and dies. But this mind is
becoming so staggered by the vastness still beyond it, that
it will be forced to admit the hopelessness of its quest and

turn to God, the Reality.
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54
The Now

Astronomers speak of time in terms of billions, trillions
and aeons of years. Even these figures are not adequate for
their mathematical calculations and they may be required
to coin new terms.

If T were to try and explain in astronomical terms the
beginning and end of time, it would never depict the begin-
ning and end of time in Eternity.

There is always an ‘ago’ and there is always an ‘after’ to
every point in time. The ‘yesterdays’ of the past and the ‘to-
morrows’ of the future hinge on a point in time which is the
NOW of the present moment in Eternity.

In a flight of imagination imagining the beginning and
the end of the NOW of the present moment in Eternity, one
can at the most either add or subtract a measure of time;
but this would be nothing more than an adding or erasing
of zeros. No amount of swing, even of aeons of cycles, in
the sweep of time can give an iota of concept of any begin-

ning or end of the NOW in Eternity.
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55

In Reality there is only One. In Illusion there are many.
The reason why there is so much confusion as to whether
there is one God or many is because God is so Infinitely
One. Even to say, “There is one God’ is wrong. God is so in-
finitely One that He cannot even be called One.

One may only say, One is. The word ‘God’ is only an at-
tempt to give that One a name, for in actuality He has no
name. Even to say that God is One implies the possibility of
two. For one to say there are many Gods is madness.

God is that ‘One’ playing innumerable roles. For example,
one of you is sitting with his eyes closed and in his imagi-
nation he creates innumerable things, and in the very act of
imagining them he preserves them. Then he opens his eyes,
and in so doing destroys all the things his imagination had
created and held together. Thus the same person played dif-

ferent roles, that of creator, sustainer and dissolver.
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Again, another is in sound sleep — which is the Original
State of God—people say he is asleep; but in sound sleep he
is not even conscious of himself as himself. When he wakes
up people say, he is awake, and when he brushes his teeth,
people say, he is brushing his teeth. And when he is seen
walking, running about, speaking, singing, etc., he is merely
playing different roles. He cannot be more than one, for he
is only one.

All that we can ever say is: God is, or, One is.

There are two things that exist: One and Many. One we
call God; Many we call Illusion. Why? Because in Reality
only One is. Even to call this One, One, is not right—One

is.
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Infinite Individuality Asserts Indivisible Oneness

There is no scope for separateness in the vastness of the
Infinite Ocean of Indivisible Oneness. How then can there
be any room for individuality in indivisibility? In the indi-
visible unlimited Ocean of Reality, how can there be scope
for each drop that has fully awakened to Reality to individ-
ually proclaim: I am the Ocean!

The moment the drop has been stirred to consciousness,
it isolates itself into a separate entity and acquires an indi-
viduality, a false I-AM-ness. This awakened T is enveloped
in falseness that grows with every step of its increased
consciousness in proportion to its field of impressions and
expression. This falseness that at first helps the drop to
establish individuality in the indivisible Ocean, becomes
the perpetual hindrance that keeps the drop from knowing
itself as the Ocean. The T has to get rid of the falseness be-

fore it can realize Who it is in reality.
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At the end of the journey, when at long last the Goal is
reached by the grace of the Perfect Master, this falseness is
entirely removed and the T alone remains with its supreme
Self-knowledge—saying, My falseness is gone—I am God!

Thus, when each individual drop sheds its false awareness
of being other than the Ocean, it proclaims itself as the In-
finite Indivisible Ocean. At the instant its falseness, its very
own falseness is removed, the drop asserts its Infinite Indi-
viduality. It then consciously and continuously experiences
itself for all time as being without a second: the Almighty,
Infinite and indivisible Paramatma. This is the I-am-God
state. This is how every Atma, from the instant its con-
sciousness is unburdened of falseness (i.e., impressions) for

all time, asserts itself as the Paramatma, God Absolute.
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57

Three Conditions

God experiences three conditions of consciousness: (1)

His Original State; (2) Helplessness; (3) All-powerfulness.

The Original State

In this state God, unconscious of His Infinite Power, Bliss
and Existence, is perfectly at peace. This state can well be

compared with the sound sleep state of a person.

Helplessness

In this state God is also unconscious of His being In-
finite, and experiences helplessness in human form. He is
constantly worried about something. He finds no peace.
Owing to innumerable anxieties and problems, He tries all

the time to seek His original state. To do this He induces
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forgetfulness through intoxications. He wants to forget ev-
erything. In His state of helplessness, His first experience of
forgetfulness has so great an effect on Him that He desires
above all to return again to the oblivion that He has experi-
enced. He tries to regain this state through sleep. Thus sleep

becomes a dire necessity.

But since in sleep He is unconscious, He is not able to
bring His experience of forgetfulness back into His waking

state; and so He finds no solution to His helplessness

All-powerfulness

His helplessness increases day by day. When it becomes
unlimited it ends in the state of All-powerfulness. In this
state God consciously forgets ever having had a limited in-
dividuality and knows Himself as Infinite Existence, Bliss

and All-powerfulness.
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Truth is of God, Law is of Illusion

There are two things: Truth and Law.

Truth belongs to God, Law belongs to Illusion.

Mlusion is infinitely vast yet it is governed by Law. The ‘law
of cause and effect, which none can escape, belongs to this

Law.

Law is bondage. Truth is Freedom.
Law upholds Ignorance. Truth upholds Reality.
Law governs imagination which binds you to Illusion.

Truth sets you free from Illusion.
Although it is the nature of imagination to run riot, it is

restricted to the definite and minutely precise pattern of

bindings created and upheld by the law of bondage.
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The moment imagining ceases, the shackles of the Law A4 (Freedom)7F A F =)

are broken and Freedom is experienced in the realization of

the Truth. 17 e 28-S SESke] 9] §3Hmerge) S AA
2 o]Fxl B3t} 94 Al shubd olgwho] 7t e A
It is impossible for one of oneself to overcome the opera- Zgsto], XA 2RI A& Ask=S = 4=

tion of the Law and merge in the Truth. Only those who are

one with God can take you beyond the bounds of the Law

and give you the experience of the Freedom—which is the

Truth.
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Shadows of Knowledge, Power, Bliss

God has three Infinite aspects: Knowledge, Power, Bliss.
It is from these that man derives his three finite aspects of
mind, energy, matter.

The three aspects of God are interlinked; Bliss depends
on Power and Power depends on Knowledge. Similarly, the
three aspects of man are interlinked; matter depends on en-
ergy and energy depends on mind.

As a human being you are one homogeneous entity of
these three finite aspects (mind-energy-matter), which
are but the shadows of the three Infinite aspects of God

(Knowledge-Power-Bliss).
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60
The World is a Prison

The world is a prison in which the Soul experiences being
behind the bars of its gross-subtle-mental body—the Soul,
eternally free, lone Sovereign and supreme Lord! Illusion’s
hold is so strong that the Soul experiences itself as serf rath-
er than Soul.

Illusion stages the Lord’s imprisonment so perfectly and
establishes His serfdom so convincingly that even at the
moment when the Perfect Master bestows His Grace on the
Soul it experiences itself as breaking out through the bars of
a prison which never existed.

The Soul’s apparent imprisonment becomes so suffocat-
ingly unbearable that it—by the Master’s Grace—literally
tears itself free; and the feeling of exultation is as powerful
as was its feeling of suffocation. The experience of both
imprisonment and release is of Illusion; but the experience

of the final Freedom is of Reality. The emancipated Soul

268 | The Everything and The Nothing

60
o] AL kS0l

4 207)e) 2

7 2ol 29 AR BP9l - {UF oI Hue)
ALord)?], L] A-fe o] Lotk PEL Fape] £0}7)
o U 2 BE7 U], A8 28 JERTRE o3l ez

o
X
ox,
rlo
rlo{v
3
=5
s
N
By
L
il
i
Yy
I
N
Y
I
>4
Z
>

o
N

o
>4

e Bg] A A =AY w9le] AmnkE A
P} e A aat 2Ee] Al = v Sl 2.4 HEA #
A (Freedom) ] A[gwto] At sd d&e 11 $5H A

5407, JUAES A4e) FHH 252 AP



then experiences continuously and eternally its own infinite
freedom.

The world exists only as long as the Soul experiences
bondage; when the Soul realizes itself as Reality the world
vanishes—for it never was. And the Soul experiences itself

as being Infinite and Eternal.
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Purposelessness in Infinite Existence

Reality is Existence infinite and eternal.

Existence has no purpose by virtue of its being real, in-
finite and eternal.

Existence exists. Being Existence it has to exist. Hence
Existence, the Reality, cannot have any purpose. It just is. It
is self-existing.

Everything—the things and the beings—in Existence has
a purpose. All things and beings have a purpose and must
have a purpose, or else they cannot be in existence as what
they are. Their very being in existence proves their purpose;
and their sole purpose in existing is to become shed of pur-
pose, i.e., to become purposeless.

Purposelessness is of Reality; to have a purpose is to be
lost in falseness.

Everything exists only because it has a purpose. The mo-

ment that purpose has been accomplished, everything dis-
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appears and Existence is manifested as self-existing Self.
Purpose presumes a direction and since Existence, being
everything and everywhere, cannot have any direction, di-
rections must always be in nothing and lead nowhere.
Hence to have a purpose is to create a false goal.
Love alone is devoid of all purpose and a spark of Divine
Love sets fire to all purposes.
The Goal of Life in Creation is to arrive at purposeless-

ness, which is the state of Reality.
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62

Mental Consciousness

Those on the Mental planes are not conscious of the
Gross or Subtle planes. How then is it possible for one on
the Mental plane to speak, eat, drink, etc.—in short, to per-
form actions the same as those of an ordinary man on the
Gross plane?

It is just as we hear of people walking or eating, drinking,
writing, pilfering and so on in their sleep, and yet they are
absolutely unconscious of doing these gross actions. It is
not uncommon for a person to talk in his sleep. All those
around him can hear him speaking in his sleep, but the per-
son himself is not aware or conscious of his own speaking.
In the same way, the ones on the Mental planes are totally
unconscious of gross and subtle actions and spheres, al-
though all their gross and subtle actions are the outcome of
their thoughts and feelings—the functions of Mind.

Those on the Mental planes, while controlling the
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thoughts and consequent actions of others on the Subtle
and Gross planes, are themselves not conscious of their
own gross and subtle actions. This is because such a thing
as gross or subtle does not exist for them. Their conscious-
ness is totally severed and dissociated from the Gross and
Subtle spheres. For instance, an ordinary man cannot but
say he is man, for he identifies himself with the gross body.
He is gross-conscious and his consciousness of being is
associated directly only with the gross body (sharira). An-
other, who is on the Subtle planes, cannot but identify him-
self with the subtle body (prana); while yet another, who
is on the Mental planes cannot but identify himself with
the mental body (mana). This ‘Mind personified” atma of
the Mental plane, who as MANA cannot by any remotest
possibility ever identify itself as Sharira or Prana, is wholly
dissociated from the gross and subtle bodies and cannot
experience the Gross and Subtle spheres.

For example, let us imagine India as representing the
Gross world, England as the Subtle world, and America as
the Mental world. If A is in India he has full consciousness

of India and has totally NO consciousness of England and
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America. When A goes to England, he is obviously neither
in India nor in America. He is now entirely removed from
these two places. He possesses full consciousness as before,
but this same full consciousness is now absolutely and en-
tirely in England. India is totally dropped form the orbit of
his consciousness, while America has not yet entered into
it.

Similarly, when A goes to America, he is neither in India
nor in England. He is now entirely withdrawn from these
two places. He continues to possess full consciousness as
before but this same full consciousness is now absolute-
ly and entirely in America. India and England are totally
dropped from the orbit of his consciousness.

Again, consciousness may be compared to the light from
a flashlight or torch. The area illuminated by the light of
the torch represents the particular plane of consciousness.
Imagine three regions stationed at increasing distance from
you termed M, S, and G, to represent the Mental, Subtle,
and Gross planes; these are in complete darkness to begin
with.

When the light of the torch is directed on G (represent-
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ing the Gross plane), which is furthest from yourself, this
region comes under the direct focus of light and is fully lit,
with its immediate vicinity dimly glowing from the reflec-
tion of that focussed light. The areas S and M are yet in total
darkness.

If this light is at last made to shift nearer toward you to
focus on S (representing the Subtle plane), the region G is
left in total darkness. Now S alone is fully illuminated, with
the dim glow of reflection having moved to the vicinity of
the newly focussed area of light.

If this focus of light is shifted still nearer toward you to
M (representing the Mental plane), both the regions G and
S are left in total darkness. It is now M that receives the full
and direct focus of light, and it alone is fully illuminated;
while the dim glow of reflection is automatically thrown
around this newly focussed area of light.

When the focus of this same light is finally shifted still
nearer, not only toward you but actually ON you, it is your-
self that is fully lit, and all the three regions, G, S and M, are
in total darkness. You are thus fully conscious only of your

SELE. This final focussing of the light (consciousness) on to
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your Self is the Goal. This is Self-illumination, or in other
words God-realization.

Any action performed by one on the Mental planes, as
observed by the gross-conscious or subtle-conscious atmas,
is nothing but a gross or subtle manifestation of a mental
action. The apparently gross action that you on the Gross
plane see performed by one on the Mental plane, is merely
the pattern of that mental function translated on the screen
of your own gross consciousness. Hence, the one on the
Mental plane, totally dissociated from the gross and subtle,
does NOT speak, eat, or drink in the sense that those on
the Gross plane eat, drink and speak, though he appears to
do so. When you see such a one eating, drinking, speaking,
etc., it is nothing but your own gross interpretation of the
reflection of his mental activity.

For example, when you see the moon reflected in a lake,
to all intents and purposes it is in the water as long as your
gaze is directed at the lake. The moon is not in the water.
The reflection of the moon is in the water; but it appears as
if the moon is in the water. So, the consciousness of the one

on the Mental planes is not here. The reflection of his con-
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sciousness is here; but it appears as if he was conscious of
the Gross plane.

When one on the Mental planes performs an action, that
act cannot be comprehended by any one having conscious-
ness only of the subtle or the gross. That same act is inter-
preted differently by the ones on the Subtle planes and the
ones on the Gross plane, in the light of their own respective
consciousnesses.

In short, the function of Mind of one on the Mental
planes, when received by you on the Gross plane, comes
through the channel of your gross consciousness and reach-
es you in the shape or movement familiar to your range of

awareness and capacity of comprehension.
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63
The Working of the Avatar

The Avatar draws upon Himself the universal suffering,
but He is sustained under the stupendous burden by His
Infinite Bliss and His infinite sense of humour. The Avatar
is the Axis or Pivot of the universe, the Pin of the grind-
ing-stones of evolution, and so has a responsibility towards
everyone and everything.

At each moment in time He is able to fulfil singly and
together the innumerable aspects of His universal duty
because His actions are in no way constrained by time and
distance and the here and now of the senses. While engaged
in any particular action on the gross plane He is simultane-
ously working on all the inner planes. Unlike the actions of
ordinary men, the Avatar’s every action on the gross plane
brings about numberless and far-reaching results on the
different planes of consciousness. His working on the inner

planes is effortless and continues of itself, but because of the
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very nature of grossness His work on the gross plane entails
great exertion.

As a rule each action of an ordinary person is motivated
by a solitary aim serving a solitary purpose; it can hit only
one target at a time and bring about one specific result. But
with the Avatar, He being the Centre of each one, any single
action of His on the gross plane brings about a network of
diverse results for people and objects everywhere.

The Avatar’s action on the gross plane is like the throw-
ing of a main switch in an electric power-house, which
immediately and simultaneously releases an immense force
through many circuits, putting into action various branches
of service such as factories and fans, trains and trolleys and
lighting for cities and villages.

An ordinary physical action of the Avatar releases im-
mense forces in the inner planes and so becomes the start-
ing point for a chain of working, the repercussions and
overtones of which are manifest at all levels and are univer-
sal in range and effect.

Everything in the universe is, and from the beginning

has been, a materialization of the divine Original Whim
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working out irrevocably without default, deflection or de-
feat. It is the unfolding upon the screen of consciousness of
the film of creation, sequence after sequence, according to
the pattern that issued from the Original Whim. However,
when God as God-Man plays the role of Audience He can
alter or erase at His avataric whim any thing or happening
which was destined from the Original Whim. But the very
arising of the avataric whim was inherent in the Original
Whim.

The Sufis distinguish between Qaza or destined occur-
rences, and Qadar or happenings which are impulsive or
‘accidental’ The Avatar’s or Qutub’s actions are impulsive
and arise from their infinite compassion; and the function-
ing of this whim relieves and gives beauty and charm to
what would otherwise be a rigid determinism.

The Qutub’s actions bring about modifications in the
previously determined divine Plan, but they are limited in
extent. But the Avatar’s interventions bring about modifi-
cations on a universal scale. For instance, supposing that it
was divinely ordained for a war to occur in 1950. It must

take place at the appointed time, and the train of events
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which follows will punctually meet the present time-table.
However, if the Avatar is in the world at the time He might,
in His exercise of Qadar, ward off the catastrophe by some
particular action on the gross plane. And so in the relent-
less working out of the laws of Nature there can enter the
inexplicable divine caprice, spelling out peace instead of
war in the diary of man. Kabir has said:

Kabir rekha karam kee kabhee na meete Ram Meetanhar
samarth hai para samajh kiya hai kam.

O Kabir! The lines of fate are never effaced by Rama; He
is All-powerful and can undo destiny, but He never does so
for He has given full thought to what He has planned.

The Avatar does not as a rule interfere with the work-
ing out of human destinies. He will do so only in times of
grave necessity — when He deems it absolutely necessary
from His all-encompassing point of view. For a single alter-
ation in the planned and imprinted pattern in which each
line and dot is interdependent, means a shaking up and a
re-linking of an unending chain of possibilities and events.
The least divergence from the pre-drawn line of Fate not

only requires infinite adjustments within the immediate or-

294 | The Everything and The Nothing

B3t 24 ofv] e8] Azbsl(full thought) Bet7lel 17te A5

ok = i Eeddel Sl B S g 2dehs 1o wA
o] Ao o= dasirtar whekd wiwk |Sieic) njE] AlEE
ZRRIE AN )2 FsofEA 02 AdH Zpzte] Mt 5= o]
Folxieg; o] sfeell & st A=, Eglo] dgol wE=

AAET} 7R AFEE AR R FEE F Addsof
& efn|it ofn] 1zl 2rge] Aol tidh 24 weie] wAdA|
Zhe g JHQ1e] A=t 1L SA) Tk e B opde), 11 ojvt
of ofa IA=RH ATl Add e AlEIe] il
ol Elo] Eutol & wARFES 2Rtk

AH, ohatetd S R A H018)9 ot 7t
(Qaza)= opFeRe] A 7)ol thal Hofiel desdS vids)
T 223 1719 elS-E7 AR FiAkl mjE] ofzdsEo] gL
oF - 19 JH]le] dofuh= A1 18] FRkEE AA] wiol, 7}
Al opm] 718€ A™E 4 gle wARFDolt o] opilehs %
9] Fgolli= a9 247 gtk o] FEolM v 39

o
.
o] mae ehislm 7 Avhe Aekairk
p=h
=



bit of the individual concerned, but involves in its intermi-
nable repercussions all those connected by the bond of past
sanskaras.

The avataric whim is also part of the divine Destiny. Qaza
provides for the absolutenecessity of the Avatar’s ‘chance’
intervention, and the very unpredictability of this inter-
vention is predicted in Qaza—for His infinite compassion,
because of which His intervention occurs, may not be de-
nied. In the working out of the avataric whim there is not
the least element of chance. The aim of the whim’s action is
perfect and its result is precise.

An ordinary person’s whim, when expressed, may have
consequences quite outside itself, as illustrated by the fol-
lowing story. A drunken man was passing by a wood-apple
tree and had a whim to taste one of its fruits. As a rule
a drunkard has a distaste for sour or tart things because
they nullify the effects of drink, so this man’s wanting a
wood-apple was purely a whim, independent of thought or
real desire. He picked up a stone and threw it at the tree.
The stone missed any of the apples, killed a bird, scared

away many others and fell on the head of a traveller rest-
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ing beneath the tree. Thus the haphazard expression of the
drunkard’s whim not only failed to accomplish the whim
but brought about results completely outside it. The whim
was merely an unrelated fancy, and the action stemming
from it had no connection with its object. This sort of thing
can never happen in the exercise of the Avatar’s whim.
Arising from compassion and expression of Perfection it is

perfect in its aim and results.
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64

Forgive and Forget

People ask God for forgiveness. But since God is every-
thing and everyone, who is there for Him to forgive? For-
giveness of the created was already there in His act of cre-
ation. But still people ask God’s forgiveness, and He forgives
them. But they, instead of forgetting that for which they
asked forgiveness, forget that God has forgiven them, and,
instead, remember the things they were forgiven—and so
nourish the seed of wrongdoing, and it bears its fruit again.
Again and again they plead for forgiveness, and again and
again the Master says, I forgive.

But it is impossible for men to forget their wrongdoings
and the wrongs done to them by others. And since they
cannot forget, they find it hard to forgive. But forgiveness
is the best charity. (It is easy to give the poor money and
goods when one has plenty, but to forgive is hard; but it is

the best thing if one can do it.)
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Instead of men trying to forgive one another they fight.
Once they fought with their hands and with clubs. Then
with spears and bows and arrows. Then with guns and can-
non. Then they invented bombs and carriers for them. Now
they have developed missiles that can destroy millions of
other men thousands of miles away, and they are prepared
to use them. The weapons used change, but the aggressive
pattern of man remains the same.

Now men are planning to go to the moon. And the first
to get there will plant his nation’s flag on it, and that nation
will say, It is mine. But another nation will dispute the claim
and they will fight here on this earth for possession of that
moon. And whoever goes there, what will he find? Nothing
but himself. And if people go on to Venus they will still find
nothing but themselves. Whether men soar to outer space
or dive to the bottom of the deepest ocean they will find
themselves as they are, unchanged, because they will not
have forgotten themselves nor remembered to exercise the
charity of forgiveness.

Supremacy over others will never cause a man to find a

change in himself; the greater his conquests the stronger is
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his confirmation of what his mind tells him—that there is
no God other than his own power. And he remains separat-
ed from God, the Absolute Power.

But when the same mind tells him that there is something
which may be called God, and, further, when it prompts
him to search for God that he may see Him face to face, he
begins to forget himself and to forgive others for whatever
he has suffered from them.

And when he has forgiven everyone and has completely
forgotten himself, he finds that God has forgiven him ev-

erything, and he remembers Who, in reality, he is.
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Ignorance Personified

God is Indivisible One, and is indivisibly in each one and
everything.

What is it then that causes apparent divisions? There are
no divisions as such, but there is an appearance of separate-
ness because of ignorance. This means that everything is of
ignorance and that every one is Ignorance personified.

A drop in an ocean is not separate from the ocean. It is
a bubble over the drop that gives it an appearance of sep-
arateness, but when the bubble bursts the drop is not, and
the indivisible ocean is.

When the bubble of ignorance bursts the self realizes its

oneness with the indivisible Self.
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Words that proceed from the Source of Truth have real
meaning. But when men speak these same words as their

own, the words become meaningless.
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Introduction

These Discourses were given over the last two or three
years to his disciples by one who needs no introduction be-
cause he is the Self of every self and has his home in every
heart; but because we have forgotten this he has re-intro-
duced himself to men as the Ancient One who is before all
things were and will be after all things have ceased to exist.

In earlier times he was known as Jesus the Christ and
Gotama the Buddha and Krishna the Lover and Rama the
King. This time he is called Meher Baba. Later, after he
has dropped his mortal body, men will probably add “The
Awakener’ after his name, for he has said, I have come not
to teach but to awaken.

Meher Baba asserts that he is God, Truth Absolute, and
says he has taken form solely because of his compassion
for suffering humanity. Man’s suffering is great. Despite
the propaganda programmes of ‘things were never better’
mans suffering is so great that he has devised the means of
self-annihilation, to extinguish himself and his seed utterly.

The question that now occupies the minds of all thinking
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men is how this destruction may be averted - for the pow-
er for this destruction is in the hands of men who are not
morally equipped to be the custodians of such power.

This thinking is not in clear streams, but is rather as the
crosscurrents of an agitated sea seeking a channelled flow
toward Something that can guarantee continued existence.
With religionists this Something tends to take the form of
Someone, the world Saviour which all religions promise.

Meher Baba says he is this Something or Someone. T am
the One whom so many seek and so few find’

Naturally many will not accept this assertion. Indeed,
while all men are praying for Someone or Something to
save the world, some will be praying that this Man be saved
from the gigantic deception of believing he is God!

But Truth has never waited for us to accept It, but, as the
Wind listeth where It will, proclaims Itself according to Its
own sweet will and whim. It is as natural for God-Man to
assert, I am God, as it is for us to assert, I am man. And it
would be as laughable for GodMan to say, I am not God,
as it would be for us to say, I am not man. Our ignorance

of divine Truths is colossal and our ideas about God are so
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elementary.

It takes some courage to accept God as God-Man, for
acceptance means surrender of one’s individual ego-life.
However, since our cherished lives are no longer ours but
are in the hands of the first one who will give an order for
buttons to be pressed, surrender is not so difficult!

But more courageous than those who surrender them-
selves to God-Man would seem to be those, who, expecting
a Someone or a Something, remain true to their expecta-
tion by denying the occurrence of the Advent of God-Man
because they cannot prove he is not what he proclaims he
is.

And perhaps more courageous than these are those who
continue to follow the westering false lights of material
progress while the beautiful silent Person of God has al-
ready lit the east-sky with the Dawn of a New Humanity .
Presently the Sun of his Word will break across the world,
and his Glory will be manifest to all.

Meanwhile the Discourses in this book—dictated in si-
lence by Meher Baba through hand-signs — may be said to
be indications of the One Word of Truth that he will utter
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when he breaks his Silence and manifests his Godhood to
men. The Everything and The Nothing constitutes a prepa-
ration of mind and heart to receive that One Word of Truth

when he speaks it.

Francis Brabazon

1st November, 1962

316 | The Everything and The Nothing

T wf) @A 7 sk} e] 24 (One Word of Truth)2] AF4
AL E = dFUTE Greb ), o] A 4 WE-2 1ol 3
-5 a1 WA 1 gheir]e] WS 9g)e] npgu) vlsro) Wt

ob=olAl 3171 1%k ER| ol & = Stk

EXRINSENES

1962 11¢ 1¥

Fet & | 317



S0JALH

* 7HE, % (heart)

Folollrf= Izt ple-S 715 Al (hear) ¥} He], 014 (mind) .2 UHET] AR
& 7k (hearpoll A dofuh= Z-g-olw, A7k v, o] d(mind)ollA] dofuh= 2
goltt 7hF(heart)- . =7]31, Mz (mind)= 23k

*

ZU} (aspirant)

2] e 20 2 Aale vhef T olrhe ofepA] ek Abe A
Fo] X = AAl(Reality) 2 2402 Al AFsr|E 7Hds] Iidshs AR
(% Discoursesyell 2J3HH, APkollA] 59 F3F Slmd Algro] & & 7§ 2HRo]

A, AN S et doks ARSI dgtetar dvk

o

* 7{C8t SE (mighty joke)

w|&] vhalk, o] xE AAAZE A FEoleal 25 o718ttt

“ Gl Ajet FHol B8t} - (== vlE Lord Meher) %

A& FaABL &8 7P Ak Bl E8tal, 1S 4k FaAlst

I AIE 7PEA 70} 7 - (EAE7F YEk= B2 How a Master works) 5

" g

318 | The Everything and The Nothing

* 1CHe] 70| (Ancient One)

ohe] o], suHERl AIehe] T Alehel] o]o] Attt FEoke A= A 14
(7))

“Ui7h ukE arfe] Tlofok 2 RobAE, g ALt Rk ol matEgd 113
tje] 0|7} vl Yt} " - (=X w# Lord Meher) 5

# TB|AE o|A! (Christ consciousness)
(TR AT)S] o2, FAIFL] 24 21917HGod-man)9] €]4]. AlERdd)9]
o)A mehulEnte] o) Bwo M, LAl TS AlsHE FAde] 94

* & (He, Him)
2, SRS 555k W3] vpake] AE5of| We = He, Him, His'

ot} o]ol] wha), A} ‘he, himS 1 BE QI7HS: 0|2 wj 2elr}

>
N
&
E
o

=
1~9‘~
<
uti)

S~
X
X
1o
td
rln
PO
tlo
o
B
=)
[
=
=
1o
pe}
ofj
ot
2
[4
)
i
o,

* 71X e/ M7/ AZ| (subtle sphere/ subtle world/ subtle plane)
W3] upnle] 7k 3ol o)k 44 g9 (gross sphere), 714 @Y (subtle sphere),
214 @9(mental sphere)o] 3lom, 7} Gl sFat= =24 AlA (gross
body), 712} AlA|(subtle body), 417 214 (mental body) S vi7iA| & 2+ A|AIS A
gkt Ty o] B g9 W (llusion)ol] ] 714 J(subtle sphere)
o= 1787 ~ 473A7HA19] 714 A|AIE (subtle worlds)o] 43 Slrt:

714 2]4(subtle consciousness)& A GE-L zpalo] 9|5+ Aol whe} “19]]

Fet & | 319



ek 714 AA'E AR 2 14709) A& A JEE A9 714 214
(subtle body)Z wZIAIE V3R] alskats 714 Al Ak 2479 oA
A GEE 19 714 AAE AR 23A90 Sk 714 AAE Ad. 3
BAS} 4ZAE P RAAT,

* 28] (lover)

*
1)

m
=
~
=
o
o
o
e

AAYe Bl Yoyl A9 o i Alo] 7= AYAED), Wz A19)
FolRI7e P Bk AARE SolN ol BE A& A(Brahma)e]

oA & ), Ale] HekEol)7h Ak

* Ok, OF2I= (mind)

TFA TR 1E 7hEY HE](e])E ) o7 IR Al Al ‘mind = o
7} o1 (B O] @S- o7k <o} ellA] mhe-(mind)ol2tal MH A
7H&(heart)o] oPd, 0]Ad, A% (intelligence) 2] 41 0 & olalahd Fr}

* vhS(mind) : FEC] A, A e g o), M, Al

* Zhg(heart)  715o] =741 Gl ARshs i sk, A

+ Ofsl=&t2}o} (Maharpralaya)
ARGz gt sA| D, BdAIAIR] g s == flol R,

320 | The Everything and The Nothing

* MAE (mast)

2lof] ok Alel] 3 FE& BE %2 A Qirk BRI o= alEAtet v}l
om, AA|= ARG wIRl AlgtAF] Aopziek gk Apelol] 20 ~ 30 5t o X5
FAo|A] g MAER Qth oI & ‘mast Bl AN A ERal HEgi

* %] (ignorance)
RE, A5 ok F4do] obd 11 FvbE A& A5t dAfskE Al A (ignorance)
T A Knowledge) o] AL 214 = e mEE g, 142l natH

W& A 7R L,

« SEH A/ M7/ HX| (gross sphere/ gross world/ gross plane)
E4% g(gross sphere) WA ZIA A FE] B8, 21E, T8-S 71 Akl
o2 g zlstel 1 5 ko 24 A sz Aol dofih=z oltt BHA
o= BAA M)A (gross world)7}F 3] Itk B24 ¢]2)(gross consciousness)
< A kARl Alghe B4 A (gross plane)ol] $1x15HH, B4 AlAl(gross
body) & wiZ/NAZ 24 AARHS APt

* H|2{8l (Beloved)

Atgel] w1 o](lover)] AFg-S B thd(Beloved). W] Holod! AlahE S0l
ofl'gtar & wfe] Ale] ti/dol, 53] Hleuld hike] uf ol 525 A, o5
Sof, BwellA] FAEE WAERE T W do® A | Al 1A
el ef(lover)2tal gk ow) FAHE eyt Al Wlefulo] Fck $hgk
255 W AREL Ol I A59] W7} Hu, J5o] Alkehs el A
2 Hjgle] ok,

FetE | 321



* AlSHHIA (sahavas, sahawas)
A(FF)0] Aol w) ARk} FARAFE0] GAl 07 EAls Ao AES 2
kL 7] 918 WA I s 24 FHIRER) T e 2. Aa50] §4

2 WYl ol elge) A%-& 7lolska S AR hrE Wil BYE ool

&

* LkAF|Et (Sanskaras)

A 87t 35S AAsks, A1) BERNE S8 & 4 ASEim-
pressions). Eu-8-012 5(H), 21GH), 92, Q7 AdnTeke] e A sed)
thEol fitk

* 2] (Sufi)

WP7ImH S FEHE, 20 58 £ 53 2(God) 0l9)9] ZE AL 7t
oA WIS, THA o R AHe] FAE FR R h= AHF, o] AluFeE
obF= o) Ho] 719E & YA FE FEolA ARFLem, ok} @A winf
o} oprtete] 7h23e] e mEds o5l Al olefd S8 HadEst
o} Zelells £ olEd AlFel® A glot wE] nile FRol E7E A
WA I Gk e of7 s

* M1l (Reality, reality)
A A, 2 @4 gl Iz A4,

* OFHIEH Avatar)

AASHE AL AlE-E Zgslo] P3| Aolols SHd A% 24, Q1] HElR X
T3l Wzl A(God)9] A, AR (Reality)7F - (lllusion) 0.2 23 374
AT 2 Foll 7P =2 & 3] o], 2k, waje}, Bk elretal e Bk

322 | The Everything and The Nothing

« OLED} (atma)

A G

+ XI5}k (involution)

97 ARs. w3 wpake] A QSN FA kA evolution)el TS
Sh geio], o] 71A1] BAelA] Alafsle] Qlgke] Bl o)== ek A}

2} 7)1 EAEE 4L ‘93 28154 (evolution)o]2ka. 31, Al174R]e)l A
AlzFste] Ao Aol o] 27174 Attt EElal s S 9 9xist
A (involution)o |2}l gk, A GH PAEE)o] AHel7 e HAS Tehs Eal
EeiEs R P 1=

* AX A2 (illumination)

5,6 A e BE S AAEEE)S] Holxl o3} A 72879 A Ade-&

o] & g3 wolxl oA ofgE] AlE 92 AeEEa @t BE llu-

mined - Sainti= 57349} 67 K]0l AF2]3t &L W3, Self - illuminationS 773
Aol Ak AR FE S Wk 5, 7AA A0 Ao} htel] ol $kds] Bt

o}zl &JA1S- Self - illumined B+= Self - illuminatione |2}l gk},
* WX JEE (spiritual bindings; bindings)
T

FAA RS Wafehs 22 3 FE] G4 B, AR Fols 7HA

2
B A2A1HE S BT, 1E 1 GEe) Aol g £, £ v

* 28t AZ (Perfect Master)
s

A& ALE FE 3 WA FEAA@IAA) & BA) mh3le]
£ GEEo] U8 APge] HU 5 Ol B 9E 7T 295 e A
FetE | 323



v, PAAE 2T 2E 2] BAelA 1 2a& e w8 vieke] 7kl
AME EoM I mhAE Y 2Rl vk

» 2FMEl ofAl (full consciousness)
oxo] Hold At (A E 4§ Ax = Hulgto 7 9w e, ‘94 sl
oA & FEo] vAIE ZIAIRE A5, 5E 5o BE WAE AR e ARt

=
ghs Al AL oA e v Qste] HFAAR] QIREe] Felel =
9

A, i, StLtE (oneness)

o] fle dht o] Faleha FUT deAolE Eolv ol (manyness)o] §l
< & §laL, #-2](separateness)Ht 78/ (individualization) = EAISHA] g&=t}. oF
o] Eejsl E-e0] /AA gelzhd, Y9 (oneness) S F-gket A ulrte]
P21 SAlol Al (Reality) Tk

*

HAMH Ao/ M|A|/ ZHX|(mental sphere/ mental world/ mental plane)
A1 o (mental sphere)olli= 574 ~ 67d%]2] 4124 A|Al(mental worlds)E-©0]
A Atk AA1A 22 (mental consciousness)S A GE-& zFalo] 9Jx18F A
of wkg} T10l] aF3h= A1 AAIE AR 5, 578719 oAe Ad gE2 A}
28] 214 A4l (mental body)E i7HAIZ 578710l st 8414 AlAIE A
e} megh, 674419 A& A FEL2 A1) AAH AdAE iz iAIE 678 Al B
Fohs A4 *1174]% AGech e 250] T3-S Wof A JoS 293
oFEk 77371 €] 214 2] < (Reality)ol] =25HA| ik

o

«

4
32

324 | The Everything and The Nothing

# X|9HSE} (Jeevanmukta)
U= alolee] o4 o]Zg o} A A9] 94'S Bhala 9lom, IHdw
A A 9] ofd 9 o A Y] ke JE g AL o} Ee 1

o 22e

*

Lt (Self)
FhSelf) : Fogh Z99] Zh
Apok(self) : 75 Aok(false self) = A|gHE Aok(limited self) = 7HAIA} 2o}

(individualized self) = 7J8A zlo}(separative self)

» &X|Al (Knowledge)

21, el tigh gf A (ignorance)®] Wk, A7) (Reality)ol] ok oF B %
A(Truth)el] gk ek-& FA|Aelgtar gy A5H 242 A 2o] opur} A3, &
8A|, Mol Tk A2 A 2e] opw, 982 4] (ignorance)ol] ST
Aete e aoize] o] tigh sbwko] FA2o) gL, o1& A X4

mz

oL}t grolgtal Bl BE A2 FAignorance)th. B3 w§] whihe 3414
¢l ‘Knowledge's} Al 491 #12)9]1 ‘knowledge S T4l ALz Fdsto] ¢}

* MX|E=, ZZEM7| (Creation)

A, FET]) Alo] B WA A @ AAI A gRhe 233
RE AL QA e BE @S S0 A=A Pt

RIS B30 2GR A1) o), A8 AFeHe 9 2149 e, 1 917 9
LM e oK) e, o] e 1 ojd o 2w AR 4 glom, ojd )

ol o 2 5 HE 5= 7)ol Y deeta ek

7ot 2 | 325



* 7120} (karma)
287} wkag-o] W3, gk Alo] HAlell iF 9lEe] AvE A, dAHom
Qo= o] UE,

* F& (Qutub)
A7l A EASH= 5] ehElst A5 S 1 AAA] AAIAIL] FAAAL
SAEOIE ArE A, FF] YT obrlEHR) O] diEiRiEA, BE of4e] A
oA LA THEIt AA| B/dE Tt Zofrk Hls] vhutel] SJahd, Atelupak(Sai
Baba) ¢} #lrla ]9 (Ramakrishna)7F Aol 5ot 217} slujjo)] F5-9] Hgk-S-
wokrtal gt

* EI2 (Tukaram)
17417] Q1=9] Aatelat ahE] @ 7ke] 8 Q1E: 1w9] Frtellr] efofu} utEj(Ale]
ek ARDE el 315 FRAEd] &3 tiFAR] ARl W8] ik Folgte] &
Bk Agolelal wrk

+ Il2j0tED0}L (Paramatma)

3 (KEE, Oversoul). X|119], $-F4Q1 &, ShpdEh=). HlF-4.0.= v} ¢k
7710 B 55 ofEntelal b, AdE vit} AAE slejulente) &

itk

o

+ H2jofetAl (Paramhansa)
71E-E- Aol A| $hdd] S, E U wls AAA
One), ‘g3l o]'e, 217ke] Hefjz gl orn AAS Adsla 9ol =23l o),

326 | The Everything and The Nothing

« EHE SMH ~ Z5 (apparent)

UE 5 AN AAIR A G @A) LA Wig. oW do] Wolxe %

o WIS, A O}E‘r, Ak S = ek, dEsi s, AA1A 4173

* SHI|= (Hafiz)

gt 2olglel, A9 A=A} A1, T3] Hhirt 7H Fokat 3 Al

* 85 (surrender)

3] whate] 7k oA “golgh 4, ofute} B hegh Aol ARale] BE A
S AL 27 Aotk ARle) BE R& vtk 21 Afato|u AlA A, 7t
18 ofe} Apale] Aol 4 R, Foluh EErA . B A19] Sof ui

Heb) GH A, BE Ag Alohated 9ol wels 21 e
FHe 1RO TR gk - v b

* 2} (God in human form, God personified)
2 A Q17re] oz @HAA el UlE sldts). T4
w54, el 5 opntere 5UgE ofn), oprtERe] AA.

ro,
o
Lo
ﬂ}ﬂ
HU

* 4Z%| (fourth plane)
47372 714 4Q9] nixet AR GAE Ggo R Tz EXeld, 714 9
¥ A1A 9] JAof At & 4= Qlrk

Fet & | 327






