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Guruprasad, Poona, 12th May 1968

Dearest Family,

The month of May has come. Into the world of Baba-lovers
it has come with a gale of promise, stirring hope in all hearts, bringing
to the surface the guestion in all minds: Will Baba see His lovers after
21st May? Only Baba has the answer. And Baba, the Beloved, the ALl Know-
ing, Infinitely Knowing, the Knower of all minds and hearts, gives this

message to all His lovers:

"T know how you feel. I know your love. I know the agony
of your longing to see me. I know what I am doing and what I have to do.
I know when the time will be right for you to see me, and at that time I
will call you. Until that time comes, until I announce that I will see my
iosvers, I want you all to be patiemt, to wait with complete trust in my ~
word, witk complete faith in my Love for you, with complete obedience to my
wishes., Until T arnounce that I will give my darshan to my lovers, none of
you mmist try to come, none of you must ask to come, none of you must come.
Whether I am at Guruprasad or at Meherazad, you will receive my announcement

through a circular; and until such a circular is sent out you must all wait
in perfect obedience to my wish,
I am happy with your love for me which makes you proclaim to

the world my message of Love and Truth. I am happy with your obedience which
has helped me in my work for the universe. I am with you. I give my Love to

you.

More and more we hear of lovers who travel about from place to
piace, often in groups, telling all men about God on earth, giving His
Message to the masses. And we see the Beloved's smile reflected in their
Jove-efforts as long as they are kept unclouded by the breath of disobedience.
Never must the lovers be so busy telling the people about Baba, that they can
fail to listen to what Baba tells them! This is not im?ossible , for in love
wz are children and Baba tells us that Love is no child's play. Take the
instance of a group in India's northern province -~ some two dozen lovers,
mostly new ones, who care to Poona with the determination to have Baba's dar-
shan in spite of Baba repeatedly saying that none must come. Their longing
to see Ilim moved them to 'demand' His darshan by staging a silent rally out-
side the gates of Guruprasad! It fell to the lot of Poona veterans to con-
vince them that this was not love's way, that we who are given the grace to
love Him canmt ask for the right to disobey. When at last they left to conti-
pue their tour of spreading Baba's Message they were no doubt sadder at heart,

but infinitely wiser we hope!

igbedience is a gift from Master to man." It is the means we
ere given to express our love, the means by which cur love may be tested and
strengthenzd. A lire from one of Baba's favourite ghazals says: "Every step
T take in Your Love, is a test of my love for You." Obedience is a flight of
steps that alone lead to His Darshan, steps that we must climb of our own

effort. But He is always beside us, holding our hand, helping us on to Himself.

In the West there are countless new lovers of Baba, men and
women who have given Him their love and their obedience, who have yet to see
Him and who silently long to see Him. Sometimes this longing escapes in words,
touching the hearts of those who catch it. When a new young lever wrote of
scparation’s pain znd his longing to see beloved Baba, it moved Francis to
write to him in reply, a beautiful reply which I quote here in part:

"We all, dear Pob, are in the same beat. We have entangled

ourselves with a Beloved we cannot measure -- who is the Ocean of our drop-
ness; a Beloved whom we carnot see — Whe is the sun of cur match-flames; 2

Baioved whom we cannot feel —- whatever our hapds teuch is not Him.
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Moreover, Baba desires the present restriction on
correspondence to contimue as now and be more strictly observed.

The "more strictly" applies mainly to those of His lovers in India
who have been increasingly forgetful of the restriction and have
lapsed into pre-restriction letter writing.

_To those who receive this letter before 19th May,
I would like td make it clear that apart from the silence on 10th July

the silence to be observed on Sunday the 19th of May (as per Circular
sent out in March) stands good.

Ever lovingly,

MANDLI
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"Seefng Ya: work in Inia, giving darshan to ail those pecple, impressed me

- by the fact that here I'vas sitting in front of God - absolutély, p

Speaking of the 'fublic darshan' afternoon, a yuing woman says: -
more than ever vith the fact that You are the Ocean of Love. You are like the | -
sun and cannot help giving Your love.  That is why, I suppose, that You do mot . -
have to pay particular attention to each one as they touch Your feet. The action
is mtomaticy ome dips-the cup in‘the ocwan, it is only setural thar it be £illsd -~
vith water. All one has to do is dip.” Tet another writes: "I remember being,
suddenly and overvhelmingly struck during the public darshan that, last. -f'a;y

u“, " o
while thousands of people filed past you, hwur after hour., I remember too the
contrast of the morning sessions when You fhlfilled all shks:and more than all,

. 9f ny longing as: & child, a teensger, and even as a grown college student, for
'Mthls Fiend who 13 God.® A boy of 43 writess "How radiait You looked dear Baba \

vhen we vere gitting there watching You embrace thousandsl To do that as well .\
33 carry the burdens of the world was a feat only possible for ¥ou. I know that \
the Westerners would never have believed it unless they saw it. You gave each of |
Us 8¢ mch love and so much joy," A _

ey . ITT allow ‘ﬁ;‘e;hout'ta take over, I can go on endlessly quoﬁngfm '
A1 the very precicus letters that bave come from His Western family who came to

- Indla, but the mind gives me a tight~lipped reminder that to attempt such a hercu-

lsan task would be impracticable. So lastly, to see the visit from the eyes of
the oldest Novemborite, I give a live from the letter of dear Ruth White of Myrtle
n‘?‘?hi She says to Baba: "This letter is written to give thanks unto Thee and

oA Ty visit was not so much to a place tut to a kingdom of enlightenment, foy

4nd devotion, v And g0 it verily has been and is, His "kingdom on earth" which

i3 the envy of Yheaven”, for Baba hus more than once explained to His disciples.

Shat the angels in heaven envy- human beings who have the means and opportunity

€ serve and be near the God-Man, = Siaia

all'. It 1s nearly g month since we are back in the lap of Meherazsd, and

fol Ve Vanted to do for the first few days was to slesp, sleep and slesp! We

b:'-t the utter contentwant and drovsiness that follows a feast fun&wch.

fairle the grateful knwledge of a program well sccomplished. We are - |

e L)y "avake® agein, and the reality of this November Gathering which nov seems

d‘;i"“' dream, is very much alive in cur hearts and minds - for it is & dream of a

ooy Jome true. Meeting you dear ones and seeing you with Baba in India has |

et dnmxpressible joy for us - marred only by the absence of those who could not

m But this absence vas physical only, for Baba said to them in His cable: |
Ble your love 1y vith me I re, I am with you there.” On 10th November, vhen leaving

m&‘:: Very compassionately spoke of His lovers' z.'nr;' th&”nmd -2@;‘::&3 -

e e Jorming st the Bund Gardens, Altheagh there can bes no. "parting™ from

Baba, He felt the am-?".s‘% each heart that grrwe& at this separation.

Except to tell us to be prepared for whatever changes that may
oceur d“‘“g‘!’ﬁ&. Baba tells us m;’::ms of His plany for the year. But He
repeatedly hints that He wishes to be "free” from this 10th of December; free
to attend to the carrying cut of the work He has set for Himself, So He wishes
dear Mehars's birthday to be celebrated on the 9th of December this year (instead
of 23rd), vhen there wi)l be & kavvali singing progrim at Heherasad, chatige
for 1963 1s already manifest 4n the circular that has been sent wit to all concerned
in the East and vhich He wishes we to give here for all you dear ones in the West:







FORTY -NINTH FAMILY IETTER FROM MEHER BABA'S SISTER, MANT,

RECEIVED BY ELIZABETH AND KITTY, AT MYRTLE BEACH, S.C.
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Meherazad, 20 September 1962.

Dear Family,

This is the unexpected letter that I expected to write before His
dear Novemberites leave thelr homes on their " Journey to God".

The List of those of His Western family attending the November
Gathering, now numbers 171 - with a few marked "tentative". This is made up
roughly of 123 from U.S.A., 33 from Australia and New Zealand, and the rest
from England and Europe. The youngest of these will be a fair six year old
from Australia, Radha Rouse; while the eldest will be 92 year old dear Ruth
White from His Centre at Myrtle Beach in U.S.A. Every name on the List has
been read to Baba, and Baba wants me to say that He knows the sacrifice it
entails for a number of you in making this trip, and the heartache it entails
for still more who cannot make it to India. He is happy for those of you who
are able to come, and wants the rest of jou to be happy in the knowledge that
He will be present with you during your absence from the November Gathering.

While the problem of mass accommodation for the 2,000 Easterners
from out-stations is nearly and unexpectedly solved, suitable Hotel accommoda-
tion for His growing number of Western Novemberites is beginning to cause some
slight anxiety. This does not mean there will be lack of accommodation, but
it might mean less comfortable accommodation as a result of rooming perhaps
more individuals together. However, any hardship is a worthy part of every
true pilgrimage, and should not be a subject for concern when the Object is
the Highest of the High! Drowned in the outpouring of His Love, all dis-
comfort is as the particle in the oyster that becomes the pearl. T cannot
help recalling the first lecture that our dear Kaka gave to the Beloved's
Western followers gathered with Him in Cannes (France) in the year 1937, in
his halting English. Although many of those who heard it at the time have
actually lived the lesson many times over during their long and hardy years
of life with Baba, I reproduce here an excerpt from Kaka's short but compre-
hensive lecture as it might help others who are coming to Poone for the
November Gathering:

"Now I want to talk about our Master's order. When Master passes
order it must be obeyed. Never mind if you like it or not. There should be
no discussion. When you follow the Master, every desire must be left. Some-
body wants good food, somebody wants good bed, somebody wants ‘go swimming
somebody wants go shopping - then what use coming to the Master? Go holidays!"

A very near and dear one has "come to Baba" before November - she is
Baba's beloved archangel Mary Backet (of England) who passed away on 5th September,
conveying her love to her Beloved Baba just before breathing her last. Along with
dear Will Backett, her husband, she was of the small group of Westerners who stayed
in India;, at Nasik, in 1937. This devoted couple, whose very lives have been
Baba's message of Love, have always been referred to by Baba as His "Archangels",
and Baba sent Will a cable as follows: "My Archangel Mary has come to Me after
fulfilling her appointed task. Be happy in My Love."



All our grumbling and complaining about the shameful lasck of rain
has been put to a complete end by the glorious downpours we have been having
since the last letter. Often, the boy who cycles over daily from the King's
Road office at Ahmednager (9 miles away) with our mail, has to wade through
walst-high water when crossing the usually dry river-bed sbout midway. The
garden and the countryside seem drunkenly happy, and our potted rose bushes
have burst out in a rash of roses - one little bush has three bouquets of
over 15 roses each! The jasmine are as fair and Plentiful as God's uncounted
blessings, and each morning we find carpets of Jasmine on the ground while the
vines are no less studded with them. Mehera is Planning many little additions
to Meherazad's "garden of Allah" for the very special visitors who will grace
it on 6th November.

Beloved Baba sends His Love to you each.

Ever lovingly,

Mani.

N.B. BABA wishes you to take very careful note of the Circular attached
herewith: "ATTENTION Western Novemberites" for which this special
family-letter is being sent out. Please bring with you this

important Circular to Poona, for your reference.



Meherazad
20th September, 1962

ATTENTION Western Novemberites!

To be on.the safe side, all available accommodation at all suitable
hotels in Poona is being reserved from 28th October. It is Baba's wish there-
fore, that all who possibly can should arrive in Poona on 28th. He wishes that
you do NOT tarry in Bombay after your arrival there on or after the 28th, but
catch the soonest train possible for Poona. Those whose flight is arranged so
as to reach Bombay on 29th or 30th, may thus arrive in Poona on 29th or 30th.
All must be in Poona by latest 31st morning (except some of the Australians
whose ship arrives on 1lst November).

Baba wants you EACH ONE TO IMMEDIATELY AND FINALIY LET MEHERJEE KNOW
the exact date of your arrival in Poona. Despite this reminder in the last
family letter, many have not done so! . But whether you have already done so or
not, Baba wants you to rush to Meherjee a final confirmation of the dates of
your arrivals and departures, in and from Bombay and Poona, and whether you
are coming independently or by a Group Flight arrangement (stating Group flight
number and name of the Baba-lover under whom it is arranged).

For our double checking, those in charge of Group Flights must also
Please intimate MeherJjee well in advance (if it is not already done) details of
GROUP flights arranged: Flight No. » the number and names of passengers,. arrival
date and time in Bombay and in Poona > and departure dates and time and flight
No. from Bombay. Individuals flying independently must also furnish Meherjee

with the above information which is most essential and must reach MeherJjee
right away.

On your arrival in Poona, Meherjee will help you in intimating the
authorities concerned regarding your Foreigners' Reglstration (this does not

apply to.British and Australian passports), and in confirming your return
flights.

If you are stranded and need to contact the Mandali in an emergency
(during the day time) you mey phone Guruprasad: 23158. After 7.00 p.m. phone
Meherjee's residence: 24578. Also take note of Guruprasad address: 24-Bund
Garden Road; and cable address: Care TRANTOJJAR, Poona.

Regarding any electrical equipment you may bring with you (shavers
etc.) note that the voltage applicable in Bombay and Poona is 220 Volts A.C.

A word of caution for you to remember during your stay in Hotels:
Please keep your cash and valuables locked before Jeaving: your hotels.

As failure of electricity is not an unfrequent occurrence in Poona,
you will find a torch (flash-light) a useful item to bring with you.

PROGRAM DURING YOUR STAY IN POONA: Beloved Babsa is reserving the
morning hours from 9.00 to 12.00 noon exclusively for the gathering of His
Western lovers, to be held inside the hall at Guruprasad from lst to 5th
November. In the afternoons, during the gatherings under the Pandal (Awning)
at Guruprasad from 3.00 to 6.00 p.m. from 1st to hth November the Westerners
will participate with the Easterners.
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Jal will arrange for transportation to .bring you to Guruprasad each
morning and afternoon, for you to reach Guruprasad at the following times: On
the mornings of 1lst, 2nd, 3rd end kth November, by 10 minutes to 9.00; on the
afternoons of 1lst, 2nd and 3rd November, by 10 minutes to 3.00. On the after-
noon of Lth November, by 10 minutes to 2.00. On the 5th morning also, Baba

wishes you to be at Guruprasad by 10 minutes to 9.00, for a final program and
embrace.

Jal, with his group of Baba-lovers to assist him, will also arrange
for your sight-seeing of some Baba-places (as per list attached), in groups on
29th, 30th and 31lst October, in accordance with your arrival in Poona. Those
who feel indisposed need not go, but should at the time inform Jal accordingly.

All such transport expenses will be borne by you, in arrangement
This includes your trip to Ahmednagar-Meherazad-Meherabad on 6th
Sarosh and his wife Villoo, will be your host and hostess at their
home in Ahmednagar during your halt there for refreshments and lunch enroute

to Meherazad and Meherabad. You will also be visiting the Meher Publications
Office and the Baba-Centre at Ahmednagar that afternoon on your way to Meherabad.
You will have to leave Poona at 7.00 in the morning, to return the same evening.
The entire mileage of your trip on that day will total about 180 miles.

with Jal.
Novenber.

Baba has appointed Dr. William Donkin in charge of the welfare of
the Western Novemberites' health with the assistance of Dr. Hoshang Bharucha,
and in co-operation with Dr.(Mrs.) Bhandari who is also in charge of the
Eastern women Novemberites' health. It is Baba's wish that you must therefore
promptly inform Dr. Donkin whenever you feel indisposed, night or day. In the
daytime Dr. Donkin will make the round of your different hotels at least once,
and will be at Guruprasad during the morning and afternoon Gatherings there.
At night he will be on call at the Napler Hotel, and anybody needing any
medical ald should without fail phone him at: Napier Hotel, phone no. 2262T.

A Circular is being sent out by Adi to all Eastern Novemberites,
and Baba wants me to draw your attention to the following paragraph in it,
because it equally applies to His Western Novemberites: -

"Avatar Meher Baba wants me to draw the attention of all His lovers
visiting Him from different parts of the world, to the fact that they should
come with the sole idea of enjoying His PRESENCE collectively, and NOT hope or
want or ask for any individual personal attention or guidance from Him -

regarding any matter concerning themselves or their families and friends , Or
in connection with Baba-work or Group and Centre activities. NO questions
should be asked, spiritual or otherwise."

Mani.
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3)

L)

5)
6)

T

8)

9)

10)

11)

(Instrucyjons to Jal)

PLACES TO BE {#fiOWN ROUND BY JAL

To The Westgyn Novemberites.

gsassoon Hospital where ﬁaba was born.

The house with the wel) where Baba and family moved after His
sister Manl's birth angq where now His brother Beheram lives
with his family. This pouse has the room where Baba used to
knock His forehead on g stone on the floor, during that period
of infinite agony aftexr the meeting with Babajan. This 1s
known as "Baba's Room".

Point out the house wheye Baba spent His childhood and much
of His boyhood. It is ynown as 'Bhopla' (pumpkin) House,
because of the large rownd stone at the entrance.

St. Vincent School (wheye Baba studied right thru school).
Deccan College (that Bayy attended after leaving school).
Babajan's shrine by the geem Tree, in Poona cantonement.

The Bund Gardens that Bgpa often visited, as a boy and later.

Show the Mango-tree-undef which Babajan used to sit often
with her followers, at tpe Bund Gardens.

Tower of Silence which Ryba frequently visited in order to
8it there for hours at g stretch.

(Jal to make sure beforeyand that the car can go right up).

Take them via Laxmi Road and Janglay Mabaraj Road, and show
statue of Jhansi~-ki-Rani (the Mahratta warrior queen).

Take them round Race Coupge side (of recent years Baba has
often been there in the mornings to have a quiet walk with
the mandali).

Take them to the site of pvatar Meher Baba Poona Centre
where the Centre Hall is ynder construction.







