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SHIVAJI

During the seventeenth ‘century, the Mughals reigned su-
preme over Northern and Central India. In the Deccan endless
battles wenton between other kings like Adil Shah of Bijapur and
chiefs like the Nawab of Janjira. The common man suffered at the
hands of the officers as well as the marauding Khans and Sardars.
Even the zeal of such fighting races as the Rajputs had been
suppressed by centuries of slavery under Mughal rule. Many of
them had become mere puppets, holding posts of honour under
their royal masters.

At such a period was Shivaji born. He was the son of an
incredibly brave father and a wise and loving mother. These two
and a teacher named Dadoji were the moulding influences on
Shivaji's character. The boy showed an uncommon understand-
ing of the happenings around him. The wicked deeds of the
ruling class made him angry and restless. The flame of freedom
burnt in the little boy's heart. He collected around him a band of
devoted followers and as they grew up they swore to throw off
the yoke of alien rule.

How Shivaiji carried out his ambitious plans with success, is
told in pictures in the following pages.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA means good reading.
Over 78 million copies sold so far.
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'SHIVAJL

pff WAS THE (FTH DAY OF FEBRUARY IV THE VEAR (630. THE S wAS ABOUT
70 SET, WHEN THE DRUNE IV THE FORTRESS OF SHIVIVERL, IV MAHARASHTA.,
PROCLAIMED THE NEWS THAT A SOV WAS BORN 70 JIJABAL - HER HISBAND
SHAHAN WAS AWAY, FIGHTING BATTLES FOR THE SULTAN OF BIJAPUR.

FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS THE MARATHAS HAD BEEN UNDER THE SUPPLES-

SIOV OF FOREIGN RUIERS. AT THE TIME OF SHIVAN S BIRTH, BESIDES THE

SULTAN, THERE WAS THE GREAT WMIUGHAL EMPEROR OF DELHI AND THE NEGR)
COASTAL KNG , THE SIDDHI JOHAR .
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YOUR DUTY LIES IN
FIGHTING FOR YOUR
PEOPLE.

TO FIGHT FOR A FOREIGN KING W\ \
BY: THE SIDE OF MY FATHER ? —
ORTO FIGHT FOR MY PEOPLE B |
AGAINST THE KING 2
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TELL HINM
WHAT /
THINK (8

RIGHT!
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YOUR FATHER LOVES
FREEDOM NO LESS THAN
3 [ ANY OTHER PERSON.BUT
HE HAS BEEN IN THE SULTAN’S
SERVICE FOR SO LONG THAT /
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DADAJI, | MADE THE
SULTAN APPQINT YOU THE
COLLECTOR OF POONA'

YOU SHALL
TAKE SHIVA
\ AND HIS
MOTHER
WITH YOU.

VERY WELL,
=—a SIR.

SHIVA TRAVELLED | (. THIS BEAUTIFUL LAND /S OURS/
LIKE A PRINCE. THESE GREAT FORTS SHOULD
Mo e | oo E - RIGHTLY BELONG
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WE SWEAR,WE
SHALL NOT REST
TILL WE HAVE

THE SIMALE STURDY BOKE OF THE
SAHYADR! MOUNTAINS. THEV LOVED T0
STAGE MOCK BATTLES.
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AND WHEN THE ENVEMY TRIED 7O ATTACK THE FORT AT PURANPAR, (7 W/4§'
DRIVEN ANAY WITH EVERY MIEANVS AT HAND.
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BUT VENVGEANCE WAS IV THE

THE SULTAN HAD LEABNT 7€ LESSTN.

TREAT HIM
WITH HONQUR!

RELEASE SHAHAJ!!

AR. SOON AFZUL KHAI.
BIIAPURS MIGHT Y SOLOIER
STARTED WITH A HUGE ARITY

AGAIVET SHIVA!. |
| WILL

CATCH THAT
MOUNTAIN
A RAT—
DEAD OR
ALIVE!
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HE SWOOPED ON TOWIVS AND VILLAGES SPREADING TERROR AND RUIN:
AN i Y Q.ODDESS BHAVANI!

_ - %/n\a SHIVA’S FAVOURITE
idiim ‘ 7
( ]l E‘;
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TEMPLE! PULL
IT DOWN !
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IV THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF WAl WAS PRATAP | SOON AN ENVOY FROM
GADH WHERE SHIVAJ WAS STATIONED AT THE | | AFZUL KHAN ARRIVED.

| TIME.
. AFZUL KHAN ! YOU | /SURRENDER
MEAN THE MAN WHO MADE | |( OR DIE— EH @
MY FATHER A PRISONER2 .
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THE KHAN IS LIKE A FATHER TO ME.
WHY DOES HE FRIGHTEN A
ME WITH HIS_
MIGHT @
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SHIVAN ACTED |
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WILL YOU COME TO HIS CAM\P{?’ MEANWHILE SHIVAJ! GOT DISTURBING]

NEWS - .
NO, SIR ! LET - ,
HIM COME TO PRATAP] | YOU SAY THE
GADH. I’LL STEP KHAN WANTS
DOWN THE FORT TO KILL ME 2
HALF WAY TO [WILLBE &

z//%/&%/woef ARMOUR (INSIDE HIS DRESS. HE LRAYED 70 GODDLSS
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THE GREAT KHAN CAME WITY TWO GUACDS I HS|
PALANQUIN. ]

DON'T BRING YOUR ARIY, SAID THE.
RAT L COWARD ! NE =

o~ |

Jis |
SHIVAI WENT DOWN TO MIEET THE
KHAN WITH O g, THVO GUARLS| |
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| SHIAN SEIZED THE KINEE WiTH HIS LEFT

HAND AND RAISED HIS RIGHT HAND.- THE TIGER CLAWS ON
NN Sy SHIVAN' S FINGERS PIERCED
Uid . THE KHAN'S STOMACH.
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LONG LIVE
SHIVAJI
MAHARAJ |

THE KHAN )
\ IS DEAD !

SUDDENLY, OUT OF THE JUNGLE THAT SURROUNDED THE FOKT,
WAVE AFTER WAVE OF MARATHA SOLDIERS POURED OUT —

e TN RAISING THEIR WAL CRY.
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THE BATTLE THAT FOLLOWED LASTED TILL SUNVSET-

VICTORY IS OURS /
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7//505 WAS JUBILATION ALL Aeowvo /

WHAT A NOBLE q

WHAT DO WE DO BURY MAN ! HE DOESN'T
WITH THE KHAN'S [T ALONG WISH 70
HEAD @ WITH HIS BODY
WITH FULL

DISHONOUR
A FALLEN
EVEMY-

aseseet]

------




THAT WAS A NEAR
ESCAPE, MY DEAR
SON.THE BATTLE,
HAS ENDED,
HASN'T IT €

o | 17 WAS SHIVAJI'E HoUR OF
YES.MQOTHER.. | | WCTORY, AND HE TOOK FULL
AND MUCH | | ADVANTAGE OF (T7-
WEALTH TOO i
| HAS FALLEN IN
OUR HANDS.

WE SHALL
UNDERTAKE AN

IMMEDIATE
CAMPAIGN.

l‘l“ 3 b ¥ 7

4 ¢
s Z (24
0 ,Il
R K7L
o / ey A
RS R > §
N w' —

' L\}y‘\\?‘: o

s

[T WAS A WHIRLWIND CAMIPAIGI. IV THIRTEEN | | FINALLY HE TOOK PANHALA,
DAYE HERODE OVER A THOUSAND MILES, A FORT OF TREMENDOUS VALUE.
EVERYWHERE DEFEATING THE ENEMYAND | | AND THEN —

ENLARGING HIS KINGLOM- PANHALA IS A SEA OF

OURS. BUT SOLDIERS
LOOK THERE.A HEADING

TOWARDS




MAHARAJ, IT IS AND THE N | 7#£ SIoLH1 S 7R00PS
SIDDHI JOHAR, SEA-FARING SURROUNDED THEN - ALL
OUR ENEMY ENGLISHMEN EXITS WERE BLOCKED-
FROM THE ARE HELPING - P g
SEA- C ST. HIM ! s

~

| THE MONSOON BROKE WITH FULL FURY.

Y 110\ LONG CAN WE | MUST BE
/ GO ON LIKE TACTEUL

THIS €




BUT THAT MIGHT-

{ THEY SAY,
| SHIVAJI HAS
FLED THE |

RUMOURS SPREAD - IV THE EVENING —

SHIVAJI 1S THINKING ) GOOD ! AFTER THIS
OFGNVINGUP A WE WILL TURNTO
THE FORT! A
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- [SaAN HAD INDEED LEFT THE FORT. WITH A THOUSAND SELECT SOLDIERYS,
} HE WAS MAKTVG HIS WAY TO WISHALGADH — THROUGH RAIN AND THUNDER.
AT 5 ULty 7 . |

YES SIR, WE ARE |
BEING »

/‘ -y
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{ | GO AHEAD, YOU ARE
| |MASTER. WE WILLY A GREAT
BUTONCE @& | | REMAIN HERE SOLDIER,
WE ARE g | 10 DEFEND
THROUGH, - @l | THE PASS.

- WE REACH
VISHALGADH!




| I HUNDRED MARATHAS UNDER HINLBAN FOUGHT THEENENY
s | BRAVELY, BUT ALAS -

V' THE CANNON BOOMS FROM g
/ A DISTANCE ! THAT Mﬁ
A MASTER HAS REACHED VISHALGADH!

THOUGH THE SIDDHI DID NOT K NioW 7,
THERE WERE VERY FEW GLALDS a7
PANHALA. SHIVAN DID NOT maw7 0
10 DIE UIMVECESSARILY. SOHL 0DLpp
B THE FORT 70 B
HANDED Oytp ¢

SULTAN WRITES !
HE SAYS |
DELIBERATELY
LET SHIVAJI

AN EMPTY NI
FORT! WHAT Jo
CANIDO g
WITH IT € ¢




BY THE TIMIE SHIVAJ LETURNED FROM VISHALGADH, A STIIL MORE POWERFUL
ENEMY WAS OCCUPYING POONA — SHAYISTA KHAN, THE UNCLE OF EMPEROR -
| AURANGZLEL OF DELA.

SHAYISTA KHAN IS
RESIDING IN LAL MAHAL
WHERE OUR BELOVED
SHIVAJI LIVED AS

HOW WE
WISH THAT

OUR SHIVAJI

WERE HERE!
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OH ! A MARRIAGE PROCESSIONZY |
P\ LET IT PASs! =
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AS SOON AS THE MARRIAGE PROCESSION "REACHED LAL MAHAL —




TULAT LAST—Y THERE
i\ GOES THE
I\ KHAN'!

ROON AFTER ROOM WAS SEARCHED ...

HEAVENS! }}
h o lT,S ’/“ / i
| SHIVAJI! 1))

W ESCAPED, BUT WIS THREE FINGERS 1

a/ \ 717N
) v
| Wz,

THE INCIDENT SHOOK SHAYISTA
KHAN TERRIBLY. SHIVAJ —
" COMES AND

| | e * YW 1 cocs ke g
| T 10 4 ‘ A GHOST 7
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SHIVAN WAS LEFT IV PEACE FOR
SOME TIME — BT ---

MY SPIES TELL ME,
THERE IS MONEY

YES-TIGIE

WE CAN HAVE NO )/ WHAT WE NEED IN SURAT- ENGLISHMEN

PEACE TILL IS MONEY, WHQ ARE

COMPLETE FREE- MAHARAUJ- OUE%SEISTGW
| a8

DO ISOURS ! ~ WAE% ARE A L

STLY.

= GREAT WEALTH

IT 1S ALSO
AURANGZEB'S
| PRESTIGE PORT,
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SHIVAJI 8 ATTACK O SURAT WAS AS SWIFT AS LIGHTNING . \—ml “
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|Foe Foure pave #e TDON'T ROBY ANDABOVEALLDON T

SACKED THE CITV- |THE POOR!, HARASS THE

S ==

. @ Tx/gyegme/vgo AS
| QUICKL Y AS THEY
; o [AD CONE.

/I(/PA/VGZEB WAS /MA:Q/I/IED HE MUST BE CRUSHED ! RAJA a0 Qf
1p IM“]WHI ""ﬂ“ JAI SINGH, YOU ARE OUR MOST 3
Sl “““‘"'un POWERFUL NOBLE. GO AND

_ o DEFEAT SHIVAJI-

AS YOUR
MAJESTY




RAJA JAI SINGH MOVED WITH HIS NVEW [TALIAN-TRAINED ARTILLERY.
HE TOOK FORT AFTER FORT ---

THIS IS THE HEROIC
FORT PURANDAR...

d | {

coa TILL SHIVAJ HAD TO MAKE TEMPORARY PEACE WITH JAI SINGH .

SHIVAJI,YOU IR.YOU ARE BRAVER.
m - ARE A BRAVE | g 2
& MAN.

THE EMPEROR IS IN
AGRA- HE CORDIALLY
INVITES YOU TO
MEET HIM.
BRING ALONG
\ YOUR SON
3y} SAMBHAJI TOO!




WE DON'T LIKE ~WE HAVE NO CHOICE

HOW-COULD
THIS,MAHARAJ./ | YOU RELYON - NOW. WE ARE
ms =2, JAI SINGH'S IN A WEAK
N, WORD? POSITION.

N
)

WE CANNOT
x\

REFUSE.

MY SON RAM SINGH
WILL LOOK AFTER |4
YOU IN AGRA.

» "My ONLY WORRY NI ([T
| AGREE)) IS FOR MY PEOPLE.
SIR. /MY MINISTERS, <

YOU MUST ALWAYS
CARE FOR THEIR

WELFARE -
' =
78 b°
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WEIT, PEOPLE LOOKED O 1Y WONDER...|
THERE HE ST HE IS GOINGTO ),
THE GREAT AMEET THE EMPEROR, m,r_ SR
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ATLAST— |

AT
AREX
i
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At

“ WELCOME TO AGRA ! THIS IS YOUR GUEST
2R :
WHY THE GUARD? )

\ == IN YOUR

= ——_——X

A B, ( HONOUR AND
N g \ FORYOUR
: P\ SAFETY. SIR!

) . 4 /| Na i3 _-'v“v‘ ‘ [k
SO,YOU ARE | ¢N(YES SIR.TODAY IS

RAM SINGH @)  @€_¥> THE EMPERORS

YA % bel. BIRTHDAY.THERE

2 S v 0 NWILL BE A GRAND
L @ DURBAR TO
WHICH

YOU ARE

2 \2\ INVITED.




T, WV THE PALACE , THE GREAT MUGHAL EMIPEROR DD NoT

) K\j

\o
s \

S0 MUCH AS WOTICE THEM.

THEY WERE ASKED 70 STAND WITH A
GROUL OF LOW/- CANKINVG OFFICERS.

_ /) i .
SHIVAJ FLUSHED
WITH ANGER.

0\, (_DID YOU NOTICE THAT, FATHER €

A

OTHERS WITH
PRESENTS. HE
IS IGNORING

)

7

THIS 1S AN INSULT ! HE |5
HONQURING THE MAN WHOM |
| DEFEATED. _
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HE RUSHED OUT IV A RAGE.
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"SHINAJI S REACTION SURPRICED | [ BUT IT WAS TOO LATE.
accecoe | . TELLTHE EMPEROR,

STRANGE MAN ! CALL | HAVE FEVER. |
HIM TOMORROW., > CAN’T COME.
I’LL HONOQUR HIM i U
AND HIS SON
TOO.

SO SAMBHAN WENT ALONE 70 THE COURT AND RECEIVED ROBES OF HONOUR AND

A SWORD- [ you DIDN'T e
MAKE A PROPER BOW, o)) Wil

{. -
4[ ! "é?"j _____

BOW BEFORE \P&/)k»
GOD AND _ e =
MY MOTHER, VY
SIR! : '




LATER— | HAVE YOU SEEN SHIVAJI AND / MY GOD !
—— L SAMBHAJI 2 THERE’S
| SAW THEM A MOMENT . NOBODY | N
AGO.THEY ARE FAST NEREE I L g%
ASLEEP. =, e
YOO
I i
| ' = = = |
[ f/‘/,,/”‘. —
AURANGZEE FLARED UL IN ANGER . \ '
YOU HAVE ALLOWED SHIVAJI | &%)
TO ESCAPE ! YOU SHALL BE & &
BEHEADED FOR THIS. g ]
)
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HORSEMEN WERE DISPATCHED IV ALL DIRECTIONS ;, BUT SHIVAN COULD
NOT BE FOUND. [~




HORSES IN
READINESS FOR
YOU, MAHARAJ!

SAMBHAJI WILL STAY N

G
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ESCAPE T0 THE SOUTH - EVERYWHERE PEOPLE HELOED HIN-

, ~ & (IAM HONOURED,
WITH YOU FOR A WHILE. /gfiS® \ il

%‘;:f'" | |
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HE REACHED HOMIE SAFELY. OUR BELOVED
SHIVAJUI HAS

COME BACK ' SAFE
AND SOUND'!




A FEW YEARS AFTER HIS DARING ESCAPE FROM AGRA, SHIVAJ/ |
WAS CROWINED KING AT A GRAND CEREMONY AT RAIGALH.

MY SON,THIS IS A PEOPLE'S KING !

THE DAY I’VE
BEEN WAITING AS LONG AS
FOR ! - FREEDOM IS
CHERISHED, HIS NAME
WILL SHINE AND INSPI-
RE MILLIONS.
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AS A KIVG HE PULED OLY FOR ETVE VEARS: BUT THE WIARATHA
POWER WHICH HE HAD BUILT, FLOURICHED FOR MANY YEARS
AETER H.




IT’6 TINKLE
DIGEST.

| SAW IT FIRST. | WAS THE | WAS THE FIRST
GIVE IT TO ME.

FIRST TO TO TAKE OUT THE
TOUCH IT. :

YOU B€ THE FIRST TO RERD IT!
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